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Editorial Comment

Dan, Amy, and I went to the Chicago March Meet O Scale Show this year. The show was well attended this
year and is always a good show. Dan took a lot of photos to show you what was at the show. The O Scale
Resource conducted the model contest at the show. It was a bit hectic, but it worked out fine. We ran the contest
as a judged contest for the categories, and had a popular vote for the best in show. There was good turn out for
the contest, and it kept the three judges busy. For next year’s show, we will have more judges. The contest was
run using the guidelines established by the NMRA for their contests. This was done because it has been used for
a while, and provides a good basis for judging the models. Another reason for using the NMRA guidelines is
for the people who are NMRA members to get some NMRA recognition for their achievements. We did not
have time to make those arrangements this year, but will try to get them in place for next year. [ want to point
out that you do not need to be an NMRA member to enter the contest, and your model will be judged with the
rest. Your placement will not be affected. This is only to offer the NMRA members a chance to receive NMRA
recognition for their work. Another thing we will do is place the contest entry forms on the March Meet website
for you to download and fill out prior to coming to the contest. This will save some time when you get to the
show. Dan and Amy are also going to work up something to explain how to fill out the forms. You need to
explain in as much detail as you can what you did to create the model. So, with all that being said let’s move on.

I started digging into some of the history of Kemtron. I had a lot of help, and it made the article much better.
The article is one of the longer ones on history. It could have been much longer, but [ was running out of room.
Take a look, I think you will find it interesting how it all evolved, and who worked there. Dan and Amy went to
the Eastern Pennsylvania O Scale Show in Strasburg, Pennsylvania, and took some photos for you to see. I went
and talked to Don Degner about the Railway Postal Service. Don worked as an RPO clerk on the trains. [ have
known Don for a few years, and he has been telling me how the RPO service worked. I found it fascinating and
wanted to tell you some of it. Then, I wanted to throw out some ideas of how we may be able to incorporate the
RPO service into the operation on our layouts. Dan has been working on his layout, and will show you some of
what he has been doing. All of our modeling is based on accumulated knowledge, and part of what we want this
magazine to be is a sharing of that knowledge. Dan goes through some of what he did, along with what he
would do different next time. Check out his article entitled Filling a Space. Next, | wanted to show how I have
been machining some drivers. I just started doing this recently. It was a learning experience, and I wanted to
show you some of the things I did wrong, and how I fixed the problem. I sometimes get the impression that
people are afraid to try for fear that it will come out bad. One day I was talking to Louis Bartag who builds very
nice models about this. I brought up the topic of people being afraid to try for fear of ruining the model. Louis
said, and this should be a slogan on all of our shop walls, “it’s just a hobby, if you do it wrong, throw it away
and do it again”. He has built parts of his models three times until he got them the way he wanted. So, enjoy the
issue and your modeling. Dan lives near Bloomington-Normal, Illinois and knows the Twin City O Scale
module group. He took some photos of a recent outing they had. They have been in existence for a few years
now, and are having a lot of fun. Another new item we will be doing is Quick Tips. Dan put in a quick tip for
your modeling. We will do these occasionally now, so send us your tips.

Well, this finishes out a big issue, so read on and enjoy it. Talk to you soon.

Glenn Guerra

—QQ‘C_\
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NEews AND REVIEWS

In the November-December 2014 issue of The O On Saturday night at the Chicago March Meet,
Scale Resource, 1 mentioned that OO Scale was 1/8” to Dan, Amy, and I went to see Ed Halstead’s layout. Ed
the foot in the article about Scale-Craft. A few people  has a nice traction layout, but what caught our eye was
pointed out that I was mistaken and OO Scale should  this car made by Joe Fisher. Ed has one other car made
be 4 mm to the foot. Thanks to all of you who clarified by Joe, and he is looking to hear from other people
that for me. who may have one. Ed knows of a few others. Drop us

a line at The O Scale Resource, and let us know about

them and we will do a photo review of them.

Rich Yoder of Rich Yoder Models was at the
Chicago March Meet, and showed us the pilot models
for his ventilated box cars. These were the test models
and some minor changes have been made. Rich said
the models are in the final phase of construction and
due in mid July. There will be three different lettering
variations on the Atlantic Coast Despatch cars, and
three different lettering variations for the Atlantic
Coast Line cars. In addition, there is a matching
Charlestown and Western Carolina ventilated car and a
standard boxcar. Rich also has a C&O ventilated
boxcar with steel Murphy ends. By the time you read
this, advance reservations for specific models will be
closed, but Rich said to contact him as there will be
extra models available.
http://www.richyodermodels.com/acl_reserve.htm

Ted Schnepf had a display model of his Lehigh
Valley boxcar on display at the Chicago March Meet.
This car is a variation of his previous model and has
different doors and ends. The model comes as a
urethane kit with built up body. In addition, Ted tells
us that he has reworked the decals for his Southern
Pacific A-50-6 50’ auto boxcar. The set also includes
reporting marks for many of the SP subsidiary roads.

Ted Schnepf had an operating session at his house
Friday before the Chicago March Meet. Russ Pohlman Northern b Kit at $135 and a Sanborn train ord
from Iowa was there with his Rock Island 4-8-4 that he orthern boxear kit at $ ane @ Sanportl Hail drest
built. The model started as a Central Locomotive
Works kit that Russ modified to match the Rock Island
engines.

Mullet River Model Works has released a Great

semaphore signal for $62. See their website for details.
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John Houlihan from the Irish Tracklayer sent us a

photo of the etched numbers they make for train
identification numbers. The numbers are etched from
brass, and are easy to use.

b

Bill Basden from Delta Models sent a note that
they have added 15 new resin passenger car detail
parts to their line. There are some new things in the
works also. Bill said that they are working on fish-
belly center sills for the Golden Gate Depot line of
heavyweight passenger cars. In addition, they are
working on interior components designed to be used in
the Atlas California Zephyr cars. They plan on having
these new parts out by late June. Check their website
for details and an announcement.

O scale

James Rindt of Sheboygan, Wisconsin sent us a
photo of a North Shore Line waiting shelter that he
makes. The kit is a laser cut wood kit. For information
contact James Rindt, 1260 Carmen Ave, Sheboygan,
WI 53081 rindtsrelics@gmail.com
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Golden Gate Depot sent us a note to tell us about
some new passenger cars they have out.

Golden Gate Depot is proud to present, the only
Scale Accurate Aluminum cars of the 1956 Santa
Fe El Capitan ever produced.

This 8 car sets boast full interior detail with
figures, flush mounted poly carbonate windows,
overhead LED lighting, underbody detail, and highly

" accurate die cast and brass trucks. Roof detail, etched

window blinds and shades add to the realism. These
full length cars can traverse 072 3 Rail track or 48 2
Rail track.
ALSO AVAILABLE IN AMTRAK LIVERY
(PHASE 1)

The 8 Car Set Includes:
Baggage - Baggage/Dormitory (Transition Car)
Hi-Level Diner - 2 Hi-Level Chair Cars (72 Seats)
Hi-Level Lounge - 2 Step Down Chair Car (68 Seats) /
One With Tail Sign
EXTRA CARS AVAILABLE SEPARATELY
Baggage
Baggage (Storage Mail) RPO
Extra Hi-Level Step Down Chair Cars (68 Seats)Extra
Hi-Level Chair Cars (72 Seats)

These cars are only available through reservations.
Don’t miss your chance to own these very special cars.
PRODUCTION BASED ON RESERVATIONS

—— 0

Bob Stevenson of Stevenson Preservation Lines
was at the Chicago O Scale show with a new
locomotive kit he is working on. The new kit will be a
New York Central class B-11 0-6-0 switch engine.
These engines were originally Nickel Plate switchers
that the New York Central acquired from the Nickel
Plate. Bob is doing the B-11 version with modified
cylinders but will offer the B-10 version with the
original cylinders if interest is there. Bob is taking
reservation for the model now if you are interested.
Price is $650 for the kit.

Dave Thompson from Harbor Belt Lines has a new
Hayes model WD bumping post kit out. The first run
sold out, and he is getting more made. They are being
sold as single units, and Dave plans to offer them in 5
packs or 10 packs. Look for further announcements on
their website.
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How Do You WORK THIS THING?

By Dan Dawdy

As more Email comes in, and we do more shows, we get asked some questions about how this online
magazine works. Although simple, it can be confusing for someone who is not familiar with online publications.
Below is the blue banner that appears above of the magazine. You can see what each button does by moving
your mouse/pointer over it, and I have labeled the buttons below. It’s easy to print one page, a series of pages or
the whole magazine. Want to save one article as a PDF or the entire magazine? No problem. Want to zoom,
preview all pages, Email to a friend’s share on Facebook? All this and much more can be done from this
banner. Did you know that you can click on any ad, and you will be taken to their Website or Email address if
they have one? If you do that, don’t forget to tell them that we sent you!

#702- Background
Tall City Building

Just what your city needs - big
impact in a small space - 1” deep
by 11” wide—over 32" tall.

Visit our website to order models
in HO, O & G gauge today.

100 Castleberry Court #178
Milford, OH 45150
513-239-1908

korbermodels.com

Made In The USA
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1065 315 Point Township Dr.
Northumberland, PA

g 17857
an{gty C’mﬁt — Ph 570 473 9434

'....!-;"‘C I3 L2
W.E -HVIEK www.weavermodels.com

New Paint Schemes-Shlpplng Now

Milwaukee Road Rib Side Box Car

Delaware & Hudson Hopper

All models painted with durable

Scalecoate Paint
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http://www.weavermodels.com/

Made From Life-Time Brass
m Stock No

In 1929 C&NW received 35 very large 4 8-
4’s from the Baldwin Locomotive Works.
They were some of the largest 4-8-4’s ever. |§
In the late 1940s. the entire fleet underwent
a rebuild to include lightweight rods, boxpok
drivers and roller bearings on all axles.
These were reclassified as H-1.

New Railsounds (“AWESOME")

In Stock Now!!!, Only 60 units made.

'GN 0-7 & O-8 “SUPER” Mikado

|Great Northern started by converting M-2 2-6-8-0's

| to O-7 Mikados, changing the boiler made them O-

|8’s, This final configuration was very successful for
8 the Great Northern. Notice the dual air pumps on

| the smoke box front. Glacier Green Boiler. Choosg E '

|Open or Closed Cab (O-8). O-7 is Closed Cab.

Pittman Powered, Sprung Drivers, Lighting

B&O P-7E in B&O BLUE

For the first time in O Scale a correct B&O P-7E. [sies

RD RAlL DIVI SION OF SUNSET MODELS [[o

BALTIMORE AND OHIO

Full size 80" Sprung Drivers. Back-Lit Dials on Back Head. SUPER
Detailed in Life-Time Brass. Only 35 made in 2 Rail.

16 Beta Court San Ramon, CA - 94583 - 925-820-7701 - fax 925-820-7709 - www. 3rdra1| com


http://www.3rdrail.com/
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By Glenn Guerra Photos By Dan Dawdy

The Chicago March Meet this year was held on March 14% - 16, The show had good attendance, and there
was a lot to see and buy. This is a large show, and you need to work at seeing it all. There were some good
layouts on the tours again and many people visit the layouts. The O Scale Resource had a table with some
copies of the magazine to show people. I was at the table all of Saturday and part of Sunday. Dan went around
the show taking photos, and helping Amy with the model contest. As always, it is good to see everyone at the
show. This show draws many people from outside of the United States, and this is the only time I see them. So,
without saying any more, let’s get to some of the photos Dan took.

[ T

i o NS S (T ®

These two photos are of displays set up in the lobby in front of
the trading hall, with the one on the left being an On30 module
layout. The hopper cars above belong to Brian Huang from
Bloomington, Illinois.
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Eddie Wichman from 401 Streamline Mo

dels had his C&NW passenger car models on a’isplai Eddie is

working on a new end for the observation car. We will keep you posted when it is ready for sale.

AERICAN SWHTEH & SIENAL ‘

John Pautz from American Switch and
Signal had his highly detailed P:48 switch
components for sale.
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Banta Model Works had
many of their kits to sell and
some nice built up display
models.
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Bill McConnell from O
Scale Turnouts was there with
his line of built up O Scale
turnouts. Bill uses Right-O-
Way cast frogs and points in
his switches. Next to Bill was
Lou Cross (seated) from

cast components

- __
ROALE TURNQUTS e

Jack McGarry from Allegheny Scale
Models was at the show. Jack buys and
sells collections, and always has some
good models for sale. If he doesn’t have
it, tell him what you are looking for and
he may find one for you.

Paul Hecht got his start
building display models for Ted
Schepf, and it has grown into a
good side job for him. He always
has a lot of built up models for
sale.

Paul Hecht
0" FREIGHT CARS.
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Bob Stevenson from Stevenson
Preservation Lines was at the show. Bob is
looking at his Southern Pacific 0-6-0
switcher. This kit is a rework of the old
Lobaugh kit.

Dan Pantera is from the Chicago area :
and has been making custom passenger B Rl oo s
trains for quite a while. He always has a : - -
few models on display. This has turned
into quite the operation. Lou Cross from
Right-O -Way produces the sides, floor,
roof, and ends in California. The bodies
are shipped to Dan, and he forwards them
to Marty Brown, also in the Chicago area.
Marty adds hand rails and other external
details. The cars are sent back to Dan
who does the interiors and final detail,
along with the final paint jobs on the cars.

Ted Schnepf, in the orange
—— shirt, finishes up a book sale
. with Brad Kowel.
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Richard Rands has purchased the Berkshire Valley
line of detail parts, and has them available again. We
talked to Richard and he tells us that the new website
should be up soon. Many people will be happy to see

this line continue.

ystem 10
£ Details for g3 Version
All Brass Body Buitt and Fainted in Kores
“'l"l'P:f.f'MIl)“’l‘f.‘i'l‘lﬂll.\',‘l(mlil\l‘mllis.ifﬂl‘l:‘
INFO@MIDWESTERNMODELWORKS.COM

623 RATHBONE AVE, AURORA, 1L 60506
) s
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Eric Stott of Midwestern Model Works
does custom machining, as well as,
developing a drive train for smooth
operation. A part of the gear box for his
drive is shown below. The gear box has its
own oil sump, and will circulate the oil
when the model is running. Eric is working
on his first diesel model which will be an
SD-45 with this drive unit. I suspect this
will lead to other SD type units, so keep
and eye on this.
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Rich Yoder from Rich Yoder Models
making a point here. Rich had lots of his
trucks for sale. Rich had pre-production
samples of his new ventilated box car
models. The production models will arrive
in June.

Bob Heil was at the show
representing Sunset Models. Bob
does a lot of shows and if you want
to know what is going on at Sunset
check in with Bob.

Allen Pollack from Fun & Games
finishes up a sale. Allen carries an
extensive line of scale figures in the
wood cases to his right. If you are
looking for figures, dealers like Allen
will bring the whole line to the show,
and it is a good way for you to see
them all and stock up.
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Dave Thompson from
Harbor Belt Lines was
there with an extensive
line of products. Dave
now carries the complete
True Color paint line.
Dave also has some of his
own products he is
working on, and when
they are ready we will
make an announcement.

Keith Wiseman from Wiseman Model Services had a large display. Keith makes new items of his own
design, as well as, retooling other lines he has purchased.
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www.pdhobbyshop.com
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Key imports had an extensive
display of their latest models.

East Gary
Car Co.

Dept OSR
3828 St. Joseph Ct.
Lake Station IN 46405
Ph 218-614-7165

Makers of fine 1/4” and 1/2” scale parts
O Scale Trolley Parts
Former Indianapolis Car Co.
Former Ashland Car Works
Parts And Kits
ICC Car Side Panels #3.00 ea. + S&H

SASE Brings Catalogue
Made In the USA

|

T
HoRIZONTAL Mo. 314
STEAM ENGINES

IN s
THREE SIZES g

We also have
engine pars for your special
project

No. 325

See us for Boilers, Pipe fittings
Winches, Motors and mora.
Pleasze Check Our Website

www.crowriverproducts.com Pay Pal  VISA m b
— Kits or RTR
@ES AL ]~ S Brass
e Books
Supplies
Structures

Detail Parts
3-2 Miles north of O'Hare airport on Lee St.
1524 Lee St., Des Plaines, IL. 60018
Ph. 847-297-2118 Open Week Ends
www.desplainshobbies.com

Chlieck our on line stone. We ship daily.
Intennational sales welcome. Thousands of ctems listed.

Call oun friendly stafy VisaA
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CHICAGO O SCALE MARCH MEET 2014

CONTEST WINNERS

The Chicago O Scale March Meet contest had a large variety of terrific models. This was the first year that
The O Scale Resource Magazine handled the judging, and on the whole it went well. As with any change, there
were a few bumps in the road, but we’ll learn from those and continue to improve for next year.

This year we used three judges, two of whom were not O scalers, and followed a modified NMRA format.
Our goal was to award the people that actually modeled. For the past many years, I have read grumbling on the
forums and Internet groups about people not wanting to enter a scratch built or highly modified model knowing
full well they may go up against a stock brass model that was shipped out for a professional paint job, and then
entered by the owner. Although a very nice looking model, the owner did nothing other than finance the
project. That is not in keeping with the spirit of the contest. We are still collecting feedback from this year’s
event, and will continue to evaluate changes for next year, but for now, the winners!

Best of show and 2" Place Diesel
Paul Balter’s 1947 GM Train of Tomorrow

15t Place Steam went to Joe Foehrkolb’s C & NW J4 Berkshire #2804

The O Scale Resource May/June 2014 17
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15t Place Freight Car went to Larry Alfred’s Dow Bromine Car #52312

15t Place Non-Revenue went to Paul Greutzman’s 250 Ton Working Crane & Tool Car
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Ist Place Display/Diorama went to Bud Brock’s Section House

MONON

CIL
TG
TOOL CAR
N 1
LINT | e

2nd Place Steam: Marty Megregian’s UP 2nd Place Non Revenue Robert Schultz's Tool Car -
Pocatello Shop Goat Monon T54

2nd Place Freight: Robert
Schultz's Monon
Composite Hopper

2nd Place Passenger:
David Schultz's SP & S
Diner #405

2nd Place
_ Display/Diorama:
Pete Fullard's
Charles City
Western Waiting
Shelter

3rd Place Diesel: Richard Hunn's
Milwaukee H-10-44 #123
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3rd Place Freight: John Pautz's B & O M-53
381604 Boxcar

The last four models were single entries,
meaning that they were the only entry in their
class and therefore not awarded.

Single Entry Traction/Trolley: Dick Stoner's
North Shore Line Battery Locomotive

Single Entry Structure: Fred Soop's Harrison
Street Tower

Single Entry Caboose: Tyler Piper's
Susquehanna #116

Single Entry Gas Powered: Bruce Grundy's C & O Gas Electric with Trailer
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OB ERLE2NG

Barrels - Screen - Hand Tools
Poles - Blackened Cable & Chain
Plastics — Model Makers Pins
Window Glass - Eye Balts & Rings
Insulators - Straight & Coiled Wire
Black Nylon Filament - Sheet Metal
PC Ties - NMRA Standards Gauges

DRY TRANSFER LETTERING

Cars & Locomotives - Stripes
Numbers - Chalk Marks
Building & Product Signs
Alphabets - Car Names

Shop Online - cloverhouse.com
Or Order Catalog #14 - $6.00

S=STAY UP TO DATE AND NEVER

MISS A NEW ISSUE OF
"THE O ScALE RESOURCE.
CLICK THIS AD AND JOIN OUR
EMAIL LIST.

GRrRAaND CENTRAL
ILLINOIS CENTRAL

NORTHERN PACIFI(: Yaf' wehhaveg
ont for that an
CLINCHFIELD and so much more...

-78s;~ Clover House

u Box 215D, Veradale, WA 99037-0215

P 4 z; a Your source for over 50
/10 ranae railroad lettering, railroad

Burlington Route '“"‘Si':,i;h"’z'g}'}1'::!.’?;;2.*;.‘:;':;2‘;‘,%
DW[W automobiles... an E::rl:::fit;?:
ZEPHYR RailFonts.com

EVENT SPONSORS
—» T AKE NOTI

&0

-«
SVENT ILISTINGS

FREE ]

The O Scale Resource ma

This small text only listing will include the Event, Date, Location, Type of Event, and
Contact Information. The catch is that you need to provide us with the information. This
is your event; therefore, it is your responsibility to get the information to us. With that
said, the good news is we have made it easy for you. Click this ad to go to the sign up
form. This form will take your information, and we will publish it in our next issue. If it
is an annual event, you will need to submit it every year.

gazine will now be providing a free listing of your event.

The O Scale Resource May/June 2014
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o7 Products Co.

750 Fulton Street - Fresno, California

Taking a look at some of the history of
Kemtron Products Co.

By Glenn Guerra

Many of us are familiar with Kemtron models. For this article, I wanted to look into some of the history of
Kemtron. I had a lot of good help from Dave Grandt, Ron Sebastian, John Houlihan, Jim DeBruin and Pat
Mucci. Like so many research projects, one bit of information leads to two more questions. As I was doing this
article, I would keep sending drafts to the others to look at. They were all very patient and helpful. This article
could not have happened without their help.

Many of the Kemtron products are around today for sale at O Scale shows, and and many are still being
produced today, but under different manufacturers names. I think you will be surprised at what is still available.
I think you will also be surprised at how many different people have been involved with Kemtron. Rather than
do a time line type of history, I am going to talk about all the people that were involved and their contributions.
A lot of this history is from people’s recollection, and as a result, exact dates are not always clear. In addition,
you will see that the whole Kemtron operation was rather fluid with many people contributing.

The originator of Kemtron was Levon Kemalyan of Fresno California. There is a Wikipedia site about him
that has some family information at http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Levon Kemalyan. A few of the credits for the
information are the California Courier newspaper. During the time that Kemtron was operating, this newspaper
catered to the people of Armenian decent. Levon was of Armenian decent, so there are news items in the paper
about him, Kemtron, and his wife, Roselle. According to this site, Levon was running the business that his
father had started in 1903 called the Fresno Photo Engraving Company. John Houlihan, who started hanging
around Kemtron in the 1950’s, remembered that the company made the printing plates for the Fresno Bee
newspaper, as well as, many other local newspapers. The Wikipedia site states that Levon and his brother-in-
law took over the business in 1929. It does not say who his brother-in-law was, but Levon had three sisters.
Flora, who lived from 1898 until 1978, became Flora Maroot. We will see later that Flora was the bookkeeper
for Levon in later years. Another sister was Alice, who lived from 1904 to 1990. Alice was married, and her
married name was Alice Nevart Thomas. The third sister is listed as Naomi, born in 1910 with no other
information. It is not clear whether Thomas or Maroot was the brother-in-law partner. The site states that Levon
married his wife Roselle on March 6, 1941, so it could not have been any people on her side of the family. The
Wikipedia site claims that in 1935, Levon took over the photo engraving business himself. What is not clear is
whether he just ran the photo engraving part or purchased the whole of it outright. Jim Debruin sent me a link to
the 1940 census from Fresno, and it shows Levon Kemalyan age 32, Flora Maroot age 41, Paul Maroot age 12,
and Youghyan Kamalyan age 62, all living at the same residence. Youghyan appears to be Levon and Flora’s
mother. From all of this, I would make the assumption that Maroot was the brother-in-law partner and around
1935, and he either passed away or he and Flora were divorced.

Levon passed away on November 6, 1976 in Fresno, California. After Levon's death Roselle wrote a nice
obituary for a newsletter that was sent to Kemtron dealers. I received a copy of the obituary from Jim DeBruin
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and printed it in it’s entirety for
you to read. There is some

good insight into the Kemalyan S sieeay,
family that will help explain ?mﬂém B f{&m,%m

some of what comes next. By
1947, Levon was having fun
working on his models, and
was well acquainted with
young modelers in California.
Around 1950, Levon decided to
start producing model train kits
and parts. He started a
company called Kemtron. The
name Kemtron came from
Kemalyan and electronic.
Apparently, he made an electric
horn at one time. Dave Grandt
told me they had one of the
horns in their workshop at
Grandt Line. When Dave’s
mom wanted everyone in for
dinner, she would push the
button in the house and sound
the horn in the shop. Levon was
also a model railroader, and

knew other people in California

who were modelers. He was a ‘ : L.mzp"“é‘ R Vo woia Tixe o order these,
self proclaimed perfectionist. e o e en tn s vay tor ,I: i whiie sty Taste:

Dave Grandt showed me a copy i : :
of the 2 edition catalogue
from 1955-1956. In the

roader
10w

DID YOU KENCW: A NOSTALGIC LOOK

l,r.:lr' bu_—v'r_ anm

creativity

in the
on cars. The
ng and pl:_l,l ng

o, he plac
of his home,
11 arocund hi
» by his side; his C
playing on the Floc
rﬁr_urwlly part of i
" was born. This was 2

1 knowledge
ery friendly

helped them. DO YOU REMEMBER ?

to the model KEMTRON'S #9615 UNIVERSAL JOINT IN STOCK AGAIN!
o Engraving.

The universal joints which -orqlsts of & set of six
pieces are available again from Hobbies.

fitting on the
. There are
int for press

‘ These have a 1n1]u feature of p
photoengraving brought muc! m
detail to his models. square ho]cs of
fitting two —wrs 0 that slip fits
into each other to ta qlon and contraction
as a r]]_l sel locomotive goes aro ||n|i a curve,

Two sets are reguired if both trucks are to be driven
with a double end shaft motor such as the U-187 Motor -
list $12.50.

Sguare brass tubing is stocked by most alert dealers.

ting '|roup
ach other at hcvvro or’

SMOOTH AND QUIET IN OPERATION!

#9615 Universal Joint.....c.ceeicnninnnnnnnnnn $1.80

BRASS JOINT CENTERS FOR THE #9615

LARGE LOCOMOTIVE BOXES:

Have you ever wished that you had a spare locomotive
box? Perhaps you purchased a model om an estate and
the locomotive box was missing, or the box ‘rnt your
locomotive came in was splaced. Well, here is your

f ent chance to get one of these beautiful KTM locomotive
. and open in Levon Kemaly: 5 e. I meant rthi boxes. All of the boxes are the size that the 5P GS-4
im comaes in.
catalogue Levon introduces £ him.
. while they last - - - 55 each for the good boxes and

52.50 for the box that is in poor condition

some of the people involved,
and says this about himself:
“Levon Kemalyan, a model
railroader, who revels in the
constant urge to surpass his
own standards of quality, the Jim DeBruin sent this to me. The date is sometime in the fall of 1977 when
boss himself, the spark plug Roselle wrote this. Levon passed away November 6, 1976. The company has
that keeps demanding the very  been owned by Larry Kazoyan in Los Angeles, California since 1970. Read
best”. It must have been this Roselle’s “a nostalgic look” message. This will give you some good insight
desire to have the best quality  into the personality of Levon Kemalyan.

models that drove him into the

model business.

person
HC showed care PLEASE ! ! !

We receive so many orders that do not include California
s tax from our California residents, and postage for
rs less than § billing. We would appreciate
including the 6% sales tax, and approximately $1.50
postage. We will refund any excess or apply it to
your account.

In the same 1955 catalogue, Levon showed photos of some of the other people involved and included a note
about each of them. Since I have already mentioned Dave Grandt, let’s talk about Clifford D. Grandt, Dave
Grandt’s father. Many people know about Grandt Line products, and it was Cliff Grandt who started it. Dave
told me that Cliff was working for the physics department at the University of California Berkeley during
WWIL. The area where Cliff worked was doing a lot of research for the Manhattan Project, and they were
providing the funding. The Manhattan Project was the development of the atomic bomb, and the very complex
project required the talents of thousands of people across the country. During this time, Cliff had a shop at home
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A Word Aboul Kemiron

A word about Kemtron. Its start was a compelling desire to supply needed parts to maintain the
interest of model builders, to help improve the work of Master Craftsmen, whether building from
scratch or super detailing present equipment. Without regard to costs, quality was and remains
uppermost in the standards for production. i

It is generally conceded by all, that brass is the best material to use, with very few exceptions
(i.e., silver, nickle silver, beryllium copper and beryllium brass, used as required for given parts).
Production is involved with many processes of metal work and fabrication.

The Kemtron name was conceived by combining Kemalyan (the brass hat himself) with Electron
(Kem) (tron).

Continued growth and expansion required an organizational set up. Today we have the top men
in the field working with us and for us. Let’s get acquainted.

John S. Anderson, an HO and HOn3 fan, artist, student, and

die maker. Now our chief engineer. John's fine hand will be

seen in the ever improving line at Kemtron. This illustrated >
catalog is John's work.

Clifford D. Grandt, is, as everyone knows, noted for his superb
models. Cliff makes the master patterns, from which lost wax

~ castings are produced with intricate detail. Detail that just
isn’t found elsewhere. Cliff also makes dies and works on
many engineering problems.

Harry Parker, general supervisor of the Lost Wax casting de-
partment. We credit the top quality of our castings to his un-
ceasing search for better methods, processes and control >
of quality.

Levon Kemalyan, a model railroader, who revels in the constant
urge to surpass his own standards of quality. The boss him-
self, the spark plug that keeps demanding the very best.

?{7"."

=
Flora Maroot is in charge of the "'books’’ to see that we make ;

a profit or know of our loss, and to see that we pay our taxes. -’

All these, the key personnel, make Kemtron what it is today. There are many others whose efforts
and (Ilabor produced the many parts found in this Master Catalog. Of their efforts, we are justly
proud.

Only Kemtron produces in all gauges and scales i. e., O, On3, S, 00, HO, HOn3, and TT.

Kemtron, fi}-'e years old is growing constantly, and today offers more for model railroading than
any other single manufacturer.

Dave Grandt sent this to me. This appeared in the 2™ edition catalogue for
1955-56. This also appeared in the 1 edition catalogue from 1955. I think the age
difference between Levon and the others is interesting. When you read Roselle’s
remembrance, you can get the impression that Levon had taken the young people
“under his wing” so to speatk.

and was doing model
work for himself and his
friends. When the war
ended, and the Manhattan
Project closed, Cliff was
hired by the University of
California at Berkeley to
continue doing work in
the radiation laboratories.
Cliff scratch built an O
Scale model of a Heisler
logging engine in 1949.
The model was shown at
some of the local model
shows, and Levon took an
interest in Cliff’s work.
Cliff was going to start a
Shay locomotive next, and
Levon talked him into
making patterns that could
be used for a kit of the
locomotive. So, the
relationship between Cliff
Grandt and Kemtron was
started. Dave pointed out
to me that Cliff never
worked for Kemtron. The
arrangement was that CIliff
would do work, and
would receive parts or
money in return. Cliff also
built the first plastic
injection molding machine
used by Kemtron, around
1950. John Houlihan told
me that he remembered all
the molding machines at
Kemtron were custom
built. Kemtron was also
making some of the parts
for Lobaugh and KTM.
Cliff made some of those
patterns. Dave showed me
some of the smoke box
fronts that Cliff made
patterns for. Cliff was
very interested in narrow
gauge, and many of the

patterns he made were for the narrow gauge lines. Cliff sold some of the parts through the Narrow Gauge Guild.
The Shay model was a combination of patterns and plastic injection parts that were burned out in the investment
casting process. Dave said Cliff made the engine and some other parts while John Anderson made the cab.
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John Anderson is listed in the 1955 catalogue as
“John S. Anderson, an HO and HOn3 fan, artist,student,
and die maker. John’s fine hand will be seen in the ever
improving line at Kemtron. This illustrated catalogue is

John’s work.” 2nd
Harry Parker was also listed in the 1955 catalogue. master
The statement goes as follows, “ Harry Parker, general ([ﬂulog

supervisor of the lost wax casting department. We credit
the top quality of our castings to his unceasing search
for better methods, processes, and control of quality.”.
John Houlihan started hanging around Kemtron when he
was a teenager, and remembers that Harry worked
upstairs in a loft above the main shop. To get to where
he worked, you had to step over the roof trusses as you
walked down the path to Harry’s shop. Harry Parker
was the first employee for the model business.
Eventually, Levon bought the building next door, and
Harry got a better shop.

for
craftsmen

Last to be mentioned in the 1955 catalogue is Flora
Maroot. Flora was Levon’s sister and the bookkeeper for
Kemtron.

Bruce Bechtold is not photographed in the
catalogues, but he came into the Kemtron fold around
1955. According to Dave Grandt, Bruce started making

Dave Grandt showed me this catalogue when I
talked to him at O Scale West this year.

patterns. John Houlihan palled around with Bruce on the
weekends and evenings building models. Many times,
they would be working in the Kemtron factory after
hours or on weekends. Jay said that when Bruce started,
he lived upstairs in a small room above the factory.

John Houlihan sent me a copy of the first Kemtron
catalogue from 1955. The inside 1% page had the same
photos as the 2" edition catalogue from 1955-56 that
Dave Grandt showed me. I used the copy from Dave for
this article because it reproduced better, but they were
the same. Listed in the 1% edition catalogue were the
Alco RS-3, and the EMD GP-7 kits. These models were
already in production by 1955. Cliff Grandt made the
ends of the RS-3, and Dave Grandt showed me the
pattern. These models were etched brass, and fit in well
with the etching process on the printing plate side of the

Dave Grandt showed me these parts when we talked
 at O Scale West in February. The parts are from
patterns of dies that Cliff Grandt made for Kemtron. 1
photographed them on a page from Dave’s 2" edition
catalogue.
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Jim DeBruin owns this early Kemtron RSD-4/5 model, and sent me the
photo. Note that on this model the truck side frames are a one piece casting.
These are Central Locomotive Works trucks. The Kemtron trucks were
sprung and equalized.

The last versions of the Kemtron Union Pacific

Passenger cars were one piece pre-formed bodies like
this model at Des Plaines Hobbies.

3] 8

business. We saw in the last issue
of The O Scale Resource, that
another printer in Ohio had made
etched models as early as 1942.
Those etchings were a simple one
side, single cut etching like a
printer would do. At Kemtron,
they started with the single etch
also. On the original Alco RS-3
and the EMD GP-7, the etching
process left a raised outline
around the door on the hood. The
reason this was done was because
they wanted the louvers to be
raised. To raise the louvers meant
that the rest of the material around
them had to be etched away. The

n this close up view of Jim DeBruin’s RSD-4/5,
you can see the raised door outlines of the early

etching. Also, you can see that the outline of the

Dan found the model below years ago at a show. The
building of the model is not too good, but it shows the
early Kemtron design well. Note the separate roof and
sides to the car.

window just ahead of the fireman’s hand is
irregular. This was because the window had to be
cut out by the modeler, and it was difficult to keep
the line straight.
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TRUCKS
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John Houlihan sent me these copies of the I edition Catalogue from 1955. The page on the left shows the
CP Huntington was in production as parts at this time. Note that the Alco truck was already fully sprung and
equalized. This is a testament to the abilities of Anderson and Parker. Lobaugh was still using sand casting for
these parts. Kemtron never did the EMD truck in O Scale, but they did do it in OO Scale.

. . . . .. Thees wmes ing 0 shay pars e penduced fo dcs and
process involves coating the brass with a light sensitive film. LOCOMOTIVE PARTS : e i e

Then, a positive of the artwork is placed on the coated brass and it LMA SHAY PARTS 9 T
is exposed to light. Where the positive is clear, the light exposes —
the film on the brass and fixes it. The brass is washed and the
unexposed film washes off. Next, the brass is exposed to ferric
chloride which dissolves the exposed brass. The ferric chloride
works very fast, so the duration of the exposure is critical. With
this process, it was not possible to etch a slot for the door outline
and also leave the louvers at the same time. This would have
required a second etching operation. After a first exposure, the
brass can be cleaned and recoated. A second exposure with
different art work will produce different details. When doing a
second etch on the same piece, the registration of your two
positives is critical for getting the details where you want them.
Printers know about registration and how to control it. The early

. SECTIDN Ut
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ALTING 15 TWD 5IDED
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This page from the I* edition catalogue shows the parts that ey T Mﬂw; = =,
were available for the Shay at this time. A complete kit was not T B E
listed. Cliff Grandt made the patterns for the 3 cylinder engine and

PARTS ONLY
other parts. John Anderson made the rest. :

en il b it m hator
© uuhmlydm'!d- inheaaa,
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My buddy, Hank Balinski, from Kenosha, Wisconsin was a Kemtron dealer from around 1961 to 1966. He
built this model of the D&RGW C-16 at that time. This engine came in three versions. The original version, the
middle version, and the late version. This is a model of the original version. Hank built around three of each
version for other people when he was a dealer. I put the top view in so you could see the motor in the tender. No
micro motors in those days. Hank told me he also made some of the HO Scale versions for people.

etching they did was still on the same side of the sheet, and you had to cut

the parts out of the sheet. As the models progressed from one he

manufacturer to the next, improvements were made, and the etching ij.ea'ﬁit. ljﬂﬂejﬁ.

people were able to produce a tool (as its called in the industry today) that 7 “o

was the front and back positive together. The tool had the front and back "

positive in registration. The coated brass is slipped into the tool and both A T
the front and back are exposed to light at the same time. This allowed *.: ‘:::,';:,,_M;’;:;”,,,,m,,,

cutting through the brass sheet from both sides and making windows, as K The Impossible ia Motive Powerl |
well as, eliminating the need to cut the whole part out of the brass sheet. ' :
When the GP-7 display model was made, John Houlihan told me that it
had a different number on each side. They photographed each side and
merged the two photos to look like a two unit set. John has that model
today. The Alco trucks are a good example of the casting work of Harry

* All Brass -
% Sorew Deiver Arrembly
Lizt Pricw §14.9%

Dave Grandt had this catalogue of some of the HO products made by bomny 485
Kemtron. The motor for the rail car was the result of purchasing the Gl

Wit 7% Products Co.

Lindsey line of products.
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Hank Balinski made this model of the Wabash Mogul during the 1961-66 time frame when he was a
Kemtron Dealer. Hank was receiving US Hobbies models from Kemtron during this time also and received his
last in 1966.

Parker and the die work of John Anderson. These trucks were sprung and equalized at a time when everyone
else still had ridged side frames. Kemtron never did the EMD truck in O Scale but they did do it in OO Scale.
Most of the Kemtron GP-7 models were fitted with the All Nation drive from the F-3 models that All Nation
was making. In the late 1960’s, Kemtron made an EMD GP-20 model. In the 1% edition catalogue, the D&RG
C-16 2-8-0 was not listed as a kit, but quite a few of the parts were available. Also in this catalogue, many of
the parts for the Shay locomotive that Cliff Grandt worked on were listed. There was no kit listed for the Shay
at this time either. The C P Huntington model was also listed as parts, not a kit.

John Houlihan told me that Levon had his fingers in a lot of things, and started a company called US
Hobbies. In the early days of the brass importing business, the engineering, die work, and casting were done in
the United States. The parts were sent to Japan to be assembled on the models. The very early International
Models pieces had a lot of turnings and other machined parts. In the 15 edition Kemtron catalogue from 1955,
some imported brass models from JI were
being offered. The JI stands for Japan
Import. At this time, Kemtron stated that the
quality was not up to their standards, but the
models were acceptable for the price they
were being sold for. Max Gray imported his
first models in 1952, and there is a strong
possibility that he and Levon Kemalyan had
some business dealings. In the early 1950’s,
Kemtron was the only model manufacturer
doing brass detail castings, so Max Gray
must have purchased his castings from

e T T T EFROM

Hank Balinski was a Kemtron dealer from DS Hoblies —jnc

1960 through 1967. Kemtron was also US

P.0. Box 1952 « Fresno, Calif, 93718
Hobbies, and Hank sold those models also.

He still has some of them in original boxes Q Model & Engineering
. 405t Office Box 21
that were never put together. One box still Chfeags r ¥ 1 IR 5500

had this shipping label from August 4, 1966
on it. Note that US Hobbies was in Fresno,
California where Kemtron was.
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Hank Balinski has many models left over from when he was a Kemtron and US Hobbies dealer. US Hobbies
made lots of big engines, but they also made these B&O dockside switchers in two versions. Hank has them on
his layout. The H&J railroad stands for Henry and Joe, Hank’s two oldest sons.

Kemtron. John Houlihan told me that a major portion of the Kemtron casting business went to Japan for
models. John also said that when US made parts were sent to Japan for the models, it changed the customs rate
on the model. If you have seen some of the early import models, you will note that the boilers were separate
from the chassis of the engine. This made the model a kit, and that also changed the customs rate. Max Gray
made an announcement in his 1% quarter 1964 newsletter that recent changes in the tariff laws made it no longer
viable to make the parts in the US. When John Anderson and Harry Parker owned the Cal Scale line, their
biggest customer was PFM for use on the models they were having built and importing. As the Japanese model
building industry grew, KTM emerged as a premier builder. Just a quick side note: Max Gray was from
Cleveland initially, and produced the Champ line of decals. He sold this to Richard Meyer of Minot, North
Dakota. Richard owned a printing business in Minot, and was an O Scale modeler. We will do more on Max
Gray sometime in the future. The earliest things I have
3 - seen from Max Gray Perfection Scale Models appear
- = to be from 1956 when he was in San Jose, California.
= _— Max Gray passed away in 1965. Kemtron had a New
York Central Niagara 4-8-4 listed in their 6 edition
catalogue from 1961. The model was listed for $175,
and sold under the Kemtron name. Rich Yoder of Rich
Yoder Models had one of these once, and told me that
the Kemtron engine and the Max Gray engine were
similar, but the Kemtron engine had less detail. So, for
a short time, Kemtron and Max Gray were both
importing similar models from Japan, and presumably
KTM was the builder. What’s not clear is what
~ happened after Max Gray passed away in 1965. I have
been unable to pinpoint the start of the US Hobbies
brand name. Therefore, I don’t know if US Hobbies
started so they could purchase or continue the Max
- Gray importing business, or if were they already
' operating on their own. Some people have suggested
that US Hobbies purchased Max Gray, but if so, all
there would be to purchase from Max Gray would be

= After Larry Kazoyan parted out Kemtron, Jules
: Johnson bought the passenger cars and the diesel
: locomotives. He sold them under the Railtex name. By
this time, the passenger cars had one piece sides and
roofs. The catalogue came from my collection.
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an inventory. Kemtron already had the connections in Al TEY
Japan; appeared to be providing castings to the ?%-H—;:ﬂ;lj—;; &’;’SOEII\V’ :é\RCéf;;CS

builder; appeared to be importing models from the

same builder; and already had a sales network of their AND PARTS

own. At any rate, Max Gray was gone, and US E o o [ o o o o o o

Hobbies was off and running. US Hobbies used a PO - —

Box in Fresno, and appears to be connected to -—

Kemtron. Why they did not use the Kemtron name and 1502 CoACH '_

street address is also not known. One newsletter from I LIS —
US Hobbies on June 14, 1971 shows an address of WAL, 1'—_-____‘_ e “—C'j'-——f—_";—_j
5755 E. Fountain Way, Fresno, California. The ' o o o o o [ o [ o 3
location is in an industrial area, and was most likely = ——een

the warehouse for US Hobbies. John Houlihan said the
Fountain Way location was obtained for the slot car
business, and later became the main US Hobbies
location. The date of the newsletter is interesting
because Levon had sold Kemtron the year before to
Larry Kazoyan in Los Angeles, California. I am going
to check with the Secretary of State in California and
get some copies of the incorporation papers for US
Hobbies. That will tell us the start up date. When I find
this, I will put it in the News section of The O Scale =2
Resource. g

US Hobbies got into the plastic injection business T h’? page from my Railtex catalogue shows what
with a modern 50 box car that had one plug door and Was being sold for the passenger cars.

one sliding door. I had one of those models once.

o PR f ETIR‘,C:,NL ,,0,, ,,S*C*A,,LE P e o According t.o Ron Sgbastiar}, the plastic ipjection models
[ThoN (Cormedl} were made in Wheeling, Illinois by Continental Monarch
i e ~ Models, which was owned by Jacques Berry. There were
G ~ two freight cars made initially. As I mentioned, one was
e a 50’ box car with one plug door and one sliding door.

MR K, 6 pes. ench 6,00 4

This was the one I had. The other car was a plain double

sliding door 50’ car. Kemtron was the sole distributor for

these models, and sold them under the US Hobbies name.

There was a falling out with Kemtron, and Jacques

moved the line to Walthers as his sole distributor. He did
~a waftle side car next, and it sold through Walthers.

s ™. There were plans and advertisements for more, but the

zi'ﬁ,a - three cars were all that were ever produced.

s, L Many people are familiar with the Kemtron Wabash
s ) Mogul kit. John Houlihan told me that he thought a guy

TURMBLCKLE
MW 4 far 80

& o in St. Louis wanted the model and paid for the dies. I
il . called Louis Bartag in St. Louis to see what he might
ountson o i g iy know, and he thought it was some group of modelers

DEALWT This page from a 1971 Walthers catalogue I have
s shows some of the traction parts offered by Kemtron. The

%943 Conplete kit 4,95

patterns for these parts were made by Bill Clouser in St.
Louis, Missouri.
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This is the left and right side of the same model. Note that the numbers are different. John Houlihan owns
this model. This model is the model that was used for the Kemtron catalogue photos. Each side of the model
was photographed, and the photos were merged to make it look like a double header.

from Kansas City that were the instigators. Dave Grandt echoed the Kansas City connection, and seemed to
remember that it was Ed Spanknobel, who was part of the Kansas City O Scale club. So, at this time, we don’t
know for sure, but what is of interest in this story is, the motivation for the model came from outside of
Kemtron. John Anderson made the dies while he was working at Kemtron. Many of the parts for the model
were made as plastic injection parts that were burned out later in an investment casting process which produced
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John Houlihan owns this model of the Wabash Mogul. This is
photos in the catalogue and other ads.

Lt s

the original Kemtron model used for the

the brass parts. If you look close at the parts, you will notice that the frame rail was one part that was used for
the left and right side of the engine. Earlier, Kemtron made the Denver and Rio Grande C-16 2-8-0. This model
was made the same way, but the left and right frame were made separately on this model.

Around 1955, Levon purchased the Lindsey line of HO Scale models. For that line, they made small
motor cars to run on railroads as inspection cars. Dave Grandt told me that they also did a New York Central
centipede tender in the HO Scale Lindsey line. Levon also purchased the Silver Streak model of the Chicago &
Northwestern Pioneer locomotive. The pioneer was an HO Scale model. Levon dabbled in TT Scale as well,
and Cliff Grandt made the dies for the Alco locomotive models that Kemtron made in TT Scale.

Back to the O Scale models. Kemtron also o
produced the O Scale Union Pacific passenger B ]
cars. These were etched brass kits that fit in
once again with the photo engraving business. .
Levon was doing photo engraving for the
newspapers, as well as, for the Alco RS-2 and

50" & BOX CAR

List =~ = = DesPaines Hobbies

This kit was made in Wheeling, Illinois by
Continental Monarch Models, and sold
exclusively through US Hobbies. Later, the kits
were sold exclusively through Walthers. There
are still some of these kits out there. [ -
photographed this one at Des Plaines Hobbies
for this article.

The O Scale Resource May/June 2014 33



Hank Balinski built this model when he was a Kemtron and US Hobbies dealer from 1961 to 1967. Years
later, when his son Henry was in high school, Henry painted the model for Hank. The model has an All Nation
drive and All Nation trucks. Kemtron never made the EMD truck in O Scale.

EMD GP-7. John Houlihan told me that the Union Pacific Railroad paid to have these done, and wanted them as
display models. Dave Grandt told me the display models were built by Chet Tayloe and Mark Swerdferger in
their Toluca Lake, California shop. They built three sets. One set went to the Union Pacific, and the other two
were sold. The ends of the passenger cars were made in two parts. There was an upper half and a lower half.
Dave Grandt thinks the dies for the ends were probably made by John Anderson, and again, were plastic
injection parts. Sometimes they would glue the two plastic parts together before casting, and sometimes they

would cast them separately. That is why you see them both ways in the kits. Later, when Ron Sebastian

M ET R RN, W A T Py ! ; T
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This Great Northern boxcar is the US Hobbies plastic injection boxcar that was made in Wheeling, Illinois
by Continental Monarch Models. The model was sold exclusively through US Hobbies under the US Hobbies
name. This model was made by Paul Budzik for John Houlihan. The photo is on John’s layout.
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John Houlihan owns thzs Kemtron EMD GP-20 that was made by Oscar Neubert The photo is on John’s
layout. Oscar Neubert was also a pattern maker, and made patterns for Kemtron and Associated Brass
Products. Oscar was in the Air Force at Merced, California where he met Bruce Bechtold, who was also
stationed at the same base. Oscar introduced Bruce Bechtold to Kemtron.

acquired the line of kits, the people at Grandt Line
merged the two end molds into one mold to produce the
ends as a single piece. On these later parts, there is no
seam visible between the upper and lower half of the
end.

In the 1960’s, model slot cars were very popular and
Levon started producing these at a plant located at 5755
East Fountain Way, Fresno California. This plant would
later be the location of US Hobbies. John Houlihan said
that they also opened a third factory in Clovis,
California to make slot cars. According to some of the
Kemtron slot car material I looked at, the specialty was
the motors and frames. A lot of the motors were
imported from Japan. The slot car fad was short, and the
Clovis plant soon closed.

John Anderson, Bruce Bechtold, and Harry Parker
went out on their own, and moved to 7070 North
Harrison St. in Pinedale, California (today part of
Fresno). They started a business called Associated Brass
Products on June 2" 1959 which produced the Cal Scale
line of parts. Bruce left the business first. Later, when
John Anderson and Harry Parker were getting older, the
HO Scale line was sold to Bowser in June, 1985, and the
O Scale Line was sold to Gerry Gresham of Huntington
Beach, California. Gerry continued to improve the O
Scale line, renaming it the Back Shop Line. Gerry sold
the line to Dave Braun. At one time, Dave Braun
worked for Dave Bush, owner of Precision Scale. There
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1 found this Kemtron slot car catalogue online at
http://www.slotcarlibrary.com/?aid=121 Kemtron
made an extensive line of slot car chassis components
and sold motors. The Kemtron slot car components
are still in demand today.
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were some problems with the sale from Gerry Gresham to Dave Braun, and ownership of the patterns was in
question. The product line dropped out of site for a while. Today, Keith Wiseman has secured purchase of the
patterns, and is selling the parts as part of his line at Wiseman Model Service. Back in Fresno, Parker and
Anderson were getting up in years, and a young modeler was coming to them for work. The modeler was in
high school and was casting military miniatures that he was making patterns for. The owners invited then young
modeler, Dave Sciacca, to work in their shop. They had room since the HO Scale line had been sold to Bowser
and the O Scale line to Gerry Gresham. Dave set up shop and started making his models. John Anderson passed
away and Harry Parker came to Dave one day and said “why don’t you just by this building from me”. Dave
Sciacca did, and he operates Valley Brass and Bronze in the same location using the same equipment that Cal
Scale parts were made with. Dave does a lot of casting for model manufacturers today, and you have probably
seen his work.

By the late 1960’s, Levon Kemalyan was getting up in years also. In 1970, Levon sold Kemtron to Larry
Kazoyan. The US Hobbies name and business stayed in Fresno, California. Larry moved the Kemtron business
to the Los Angeles, California area. The business continued to operate under the Kemtron name until 1978,
when it was sold in parts. Jules Johnson acquired the Union Pacific passenger cars and the diesel locomotives in
1978. Jules sold them under the name Rail Tex Models. The original Kemtron cars had separate sides and roofs.
Under Jules, they were retooled and the roof and sides were etched as one piece. Jules produced the RS-3 and
the GP-7, but did not do the GP-20. When Jules sold the line, the Alco RS-3, the EMD GP-7, and the parts for
the GP-20 went to Pat Mucci of P&D Hobby. P&D Hobby sold the GP-7 for a while as a kit. Pat told me they
never did the GP-20 because there were some parts missing. They never produced the RS-3 either, but do sell
the trucks and the detail parts. The Union Pacific passenger cars went to Russ Briggs in 1985. An
announcement in the old O Scale News magazine mentioned this sale, and also stated that Russ Brigs was now
able to etch the windows out so the modeler would not need to cut them out. Russ sold them for a while,
eventually selling the tooling to John Pilling. About 1990, the passenger cars were acquired by Ron Sebastian at
Des Plains Hobbies from John Pilling. Des Plaines Hobbies continued to improve the artwork for the etchings,
and added other cars to the line. The cars were produced for a number of years by them, and they still have a
few left in stock. The rest of the old Kemtron line went to Wayne Lyndon and Fred Hill, owners of the Original
Whistle Stop hobby store in Sacramento, California. They later sold the line to Dave Bush, owner of Precision
Scale. Ron Sebastian told me that about two months after the sale, Precision Scale Company had a fire and
many of the Kemtron parts were lost. Ron talked to Bill McClung for me. Bill went to work for PSC right after
the fire. He told Ron that the staff at PSC used screens and sifted through the ashes looking for anything usable.
What survived of the old Kemtron parts are still listed in the Precision Scale catalogue to this day.

As I mentioned, Kemtron was a fluid organization where many people came and went. This seems to have
brought out the best in the people, and they all contributed to the development of the products. Kemtron
benefited from the ideas and skills brought in by these people. In addition, I am sure the people themselves
learned from each other. The models they developed and made are still viable models today, over 50 years later.
The Alco RS-3 and EMD GP-7 paved the way for all the etched models of today, and these models still hold
their own with the new models. Harry Parker took the investment casting process from the jewelry business into
the model business, and all of the brass castings we have today are the result of his pioneering efforts. John
Anderson and Cliff Grandt were exceptional die makers who could take a concept and make it work. A lot of
people can make dies, but these people were artists. Not only could they make the dies, they were able to
develop low cost ways of doing it. This was the beginning of time for plastic injection, and Cliff had to design
and make the molding machines. They were excellent craftsmen, and the patterns that they produced are still
being used today by Precision Scale. Lastly, it all could not have happened without the open door policy of
Levon Kemalyan. He provided a means whereby these young people could meet and develop their talents. How
many other manufacturers have a model club on their site, plus let the employees tinker at all hours of the day
or night? These young people were allowed to blossom at Kemtron, and our hobby has benefited for years as a
result.
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2014 National

"O" Scale Convention

www.indyoscalenational.com Indianapolis, Indiana

September 19-20, 2014 Friday and Saturday

Thursday, Sept. 18 Model Contest

5:00 PM géalerl;et up Steam-Diesel Locomotives . Wyndh.am

. . Caboose-Freight Car Indianapolis- West
9:00 PM Trading hall closes . ;

Passenger Car- Track Work 2544 Executive Dr, Indianapolis, IN
Friday, Sept. 19 Structures-Diorama’s 31'7-248-2481
9:00 AM Trading hall opens www.wyndham.com/hotels/
6:00 PM Trading hall closes Highly detailed O5W, Proto48, On30 indiana/indianapolis/wyndham-
Module layouts on display indianapolis-west/hotel

Saturday,Sept. 20

Special Room Rate

9:00 AM Trading hall opens Clinics- Layout Tours $105.00 per night
11:00 AM Awards Dealers, Vendors, Collectors Free Shuttle from airport
3:00 PM Trading hall closes Manufactures and Importers
Show rates $25.00 both d Indianapolis "O" Scale National See O Scale at it's best!
ow rates $25.00 per person, both days ianapolis cale Nationa . . |
Vendor Tables $50.00 each Ifl(1139 S. Kle'ys}]%n:é‘; Deta.lled models on displa Iav..
llection of "O" Scal 1anapolis, David Vaughn Co Chair
Have a collection of "O" Scale Ph. 317-438-5415

Jim Canter Co Chair

?
you want to sell? Call for a table O scale the family scale, j ]om in the fun!

190 Turner Dr. Unit C
Durango CO. 81303

Due January 2014

Standard Gage Tank Cars

The new UTLX frame less tank cars will soon be available in standard New Numbers For Gramps
Narrow Gage Cars

gage. The cars come ready to run with blackened metal ti N our 1066.55100 1066.55326

gh d plastic wheel centers. The new San Juan Car Co. scale 1066-55227 1066-55331

1066-55140 1066-55339

(,ouplex re standard on all cars. Many road numbers to chouse from. 1066-55276- 1066-55347
I ree oa o e IPP e 0. In addition done a second run of the Gramps narrow gage 1066-55297

version of these cars with new numbers.

Tipple No. 2 is a freelanced composite of several different tipples
located in West Virginia. The design has two tracks serviced under the 0 Reezal $8995
tipple with room for a stub track under the fixed chute on the back. The 2 2 4 ZEVEE msrp
headhouse includes the interior flooring and non-operating rotary 7
dump. No interior is included in the tipple. Two On30 mine cars with
link&pin couplers, the mine entrance, coal, and two outhouses are
included in the Kit. More photos and info on our web site!

This is a laser cut kit with lots of detail castings. Track & scenery
not included. Scale footprint: 120° x 90°

#17240 Tipple No. 2 $ 649.95

. s g™ \.0‘““2‘ i pa™ i G‘n\:\?
#17241 Mine Cars, 3-Pk $ 39.95 gt et e o ity
Shipping - $5.00/order in the US  Foreign orders pay actual amount oet? W o¢ w
Piggyback:
1782 Trinity Rd www.btsrr.com Speeder Turntable End Unloa_dgirh’ Bulkhead
P P ® Belington, WV 26250 304-823-3729 Available in {available now)
9 - 0" Scal with

Better Than Scratch! All Scale Catalog - $8.00 “On3" & E?J:B;CV' shelter Building
{toming soon)
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EASTERN PENNSYLVANIA 2 RAIL O SCALE SWAP
MEET & TRAIN SHOW

By Dan Dawdy

This April was my first time going to the
Eastern Pennsylvania 2 Rail O Scale Swap Meet

A\RESOU 1 i and Train Show. I had heard this was a great show,
|\ e IRCE albeit small, with motivated sellers. I was not
j N MY disappointed. Amy and I arrived early to set up The

SCALE (0] Scalg Resourc? Magazine ttclble. After the 12

: hour drive on Friday, I was still a bit sleepy,
although the few beers at the Texas Roadhouse the
night before probably did not help, but I digress.

The show is located in the Strasburg firehouse
with vendors between the trucks. Leaving Amy to
~ “man” the table I went hunting, I mean
__ photographing.

John Dunn (left) and Rich Yoder (right) We did say this was held in a firehouse right? The trucks

put on a great show were inside, making for more interesting things to see.
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The “lunch” room nearest the food. That’s Joe Foehrkolb of Baldwin Forge in the suspenders and Bob Heil
representing Sunset 3rd Rail standing in the maroon shirt.

Fran Pfeil of Sunnyside Models making a point to a customer. On the far left, we can see the large display
from Dave Thompson’s Harbor Belt Lines.
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Another view of the large sales floor inside the
firehouse.

Jack McGarry from Allegheny Scale Models
works a deal with Art Selby seated on right.
Art has been following the progress on my
model empire. It was a pleasure to meet and
talk with him.

More items in the main room.
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G OO, Difie-Powered, R o,
I ¥ Foe G &0 Syl

G-Scale In 'r" y| 4 )
: B4 * o : Bob Buck of GSI- O/G Scale
060 ) P | D

installations with a radio
controlled O Scale locomotive.

There was a remarkable
amount of items, new and used.
Needless to say, I will be back
for future shows.

S
|
Fenmdf

United StatesGaugeONorthEast i USGONE, a
e ————— 4 ___ British themed
modular layout
was in

attendance. This
group models

Britain’s railways
in Gauge O.
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The Railway Postal Service
A Visit With Don Degner

Don Degner standing by one of the RPO cars he worked in. The location is Milwaukee, Wisconsin, and a
new post office is being built by the railroad depot. The train is east bound Milwaukee Road #10, and the crew
was waiting for Milwaukee Road east bound #4 to show up and exchange mail.

By Glenn Guerra

The railway postal service stopped running on June 30, 1977 and that was the New York & Washington
RPO. I have no first hand knowledge of how it worked, but have always been interested. The basic idea of
sorting the mail and distributing it was apparent, but that does not explain what really happened. I'm fortunate
in that I met Don Degner, a former RPO clerk. Don lives in Neenah, Wisconsin near where I live, and I know
him through the Neenah O Scale club. On June 24, 1958, Don started working for the post office and became an
RPO clerk until the end of the service. I have been talking with Don about this off and on since I met him, and
thought you would like to know some of it. This will be a two part article. In this first part, we will talk with
Don about the service, and in the second part, I will throw out some ideas on how we could model this service.
For now, let’s visit with Don.

Don grew up in Milwaukee, Wisconsin. After graduating from High School, he took a job as a laborer in the
Milwaukee Road shops in Milwaukee, Wisconsin. One day the train was going by on the main line and Don
pointed to the mail car. He told the foreman that someday he would be working on that car. Well, as you might
expect, the foreman laughed and told him to get back to work. Soon after, Don went down to the main post
office in Milwaukee and took the civil service exam. Don wanted to be an RPO clerk. As I mentioned, Don
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| Don took this photo in Savanna, Illinois in July, 1963.

| The train was #104, the Milwaukee, Union Pacific, and

t Southern Pacific train from Chicago to San Francisco or

: Los Angeles, California. The mail car belonged to the
Southern Pacific, and was part of the pool for this train. The
next car was the crew dormitory car for the train crew. The
guy on the far right was Charlie Hare, the clerk in charge.
Don remembered that he ran a tight crew. The crew was all
part of the Chicago & Omaha RPO route.

started on June 24, 1958. His first job was working in the
Union Depot in St. Paul, Minnesota. The upper floors of the
depot were used by the Railway Postal Service. The
Railway Postal Service was part of the postal system, but
operated as a separate system. This sounded confusing to
me at first. When you worked for the Railway Postal
Service, your check came from the regular Post Office, but
you had nothing to do with them. You worked only for the
Railway Postal Service. They had their own management
and worked with the rail service. Don and his buddy Bill
Teidermann worked there from 1958 until 1960, and never
got out on the trains. Don found out they had some openings
in Chicago and transferred from the Minneapolis Region to
the Chicago Region. The Chicago Region operated the
Chicago Terminal Railway Post Office on the 4" floor of
the post office building south of Union Station in Chicago,
Illinois. Soon, Don was on the trains.

A photo of one of the crews Don worked with.
The guy on the far left is Bill Teidermann. Don
and Bill worked together a lot. The route was the
Calumet & Chicago run which was train #9 on
the Milwaukee Road. The train operated to
Champion, Michigan on the Milwaukee Road,
then on the SOO Line Railroad (former Duluth
South Shore & Atlantic) to Houghton, Michigan
and finally on the SOO Line (old Duluth South
Shore and Atlantic former Mineral Range

Railroad) to Calumet, Michigan. Don took the The first run Don worked was the Chicago, Marion,
photo at Milwaukee, Wisconsin as they were Omabha run; and at that time, the Milwaukee Road trains
getting ready to depart. This was the normal mail number 19 and 20, called the Arrow, had that mail contract.
volume. The Railway Postal Service used their own designations for

The O Scale Resource May/June 2014 43



the route. The train numbers were
just the trains that had the contract to
carry that route’s mail. I will get into
more of this later. The RPS worked
on a seniority system, and Don
worked as an extra for a while. There
was a locker room in the Chicago
Terminal RPO that the employees _ : I _ -
called the grip room. Your grip was - - : =75, B o g,
your bag with your clothes and other r i g ISt
items, sort of like luggage. They /K 8 B . el C VP>
usually carried two grips, one for When Atlas came out with this car, Don had to have one. He worked

personal items and the o‘Fher forthe iy she prototype car, and the number was even the same.
tags, labels, and other things they

needed for the job. The grip room in Chicago was on the Milwaukee Road side of the depot (the north side
since the Milwaukee came in on the north side) and was located just to the left of track one. Track one held the
RPO cars and storage mail baggage cars if there were any going out. In the grip room, there was a large book
that would have the crew assignments for the next week on it. The book had the assignments for Chicago,
Marion, & Omaha and the Chicago & Algoma mail routes. When Don would get back from a trip, he would
check to see when he was going out next. He still lived in Milwaukee, and if he was going out the next day, he
would stay at the Marion Hotel in Chicago which was owned by a Mr. Anderson. Don said employees were
required to carry a government issue side arm. The guns were 38 caliber and there were two types, one made by
Smith and Wesson and the other made by Colt. The guns had 2 inch long barrels and were known as Bankers
Guns. Don was walking through the yard south of Union Station, Chicago one day going to pick up the
registered mail, and the Union Station police wanted to know where he was going wearing a side arm. Don
showed him his postal badge and all was fine. The registered mail was kept in a locked room with a guard at the
door. You were not allowed in the room without your badge and gun on, and had to sign for the mail when you
picked it up.

Don worked other trains, and
- when the mail contracts were
~ | canceled, he ended up working in

. the Milwaukee city post office. He

noticed that there was still a few
¢ mail contracts left, and went to
talk to the crew assigner. They
would call him occasionally for a
~ run out of Milwaukee. This
~ caused some consternation when
Don would not show up for his
" regular job, and instead was

There were even RPO street cars. This car ran in Chicago, and The wprking on a train. Finally all the
Chicago Transit Authority saved it in their collection. It has since been mﬂ' contraf:ts were gone, and he
donated to the Fox River Trolley Museum in Elgin,Illinois. finished his career working as a

clerk in the Milwaukee post office.
Don worked on a variety of trains and railroads. He worked some Chicago and Northwestern Trains, and when
Atlas came out with their RPO cars, the C&NW version was the same number as the car Don worked on.

Like all railroad employees, Don has some stories about work. One time he was working Milwaukee Road
trains number 103 and 104 between Chicago, Illinois and Omaha, Nebraska. At that time, the RPO route was
the Chicago, Marion, & Omaha route. They were getting ready to leave Chicago and were standing in the
doorway watching what was going on. The RPO car had a separate room for the storage mail. In post office
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terminology, storage mail is mail
that is being transported and not
sorted. The compartment was
painted green, and the employees
called it the green room. On this day,
the green room was full, and their
train was being held for some

Postkarte — Carte postale
Correspondenzkarte — Levelezd-Lap Dopisnice Dopisnica
korespondencyjna — Cartolina postale Briefkaart
Tarjeta postal Korespondenéni listek

{

“A
.

Jask 2. 4 / ;

20 ha reason. Don noticed a baggage cart
' " :';l: 2, coming down the platform with four
Lot i . : postal inspectors and two guards
Jjaq ; carrying Thompson machine guns.
74 e iAT ? They got to the RPO car and one of
2¢q Drgeivel the postal inspectors who was with

it
s

_ the guards told Don to open the
A%ﬁ% St K. Al green room. All the mail had to be
k-w st tby Lo ; ‘ removed, and only the mail on the
L et cart was put in the room. The mail

on the cart was money being

Don has an extensive RPO cancellation stamp collection, and this transferred by the Treasury
street car RPO cancellation is one of them. This was from the run on Department to the San Francisco
Clark Street in Chicago in 1908. Since this was canceled by the RPO Mint. The money came in on the
clerk on the car, it was either put in a local collection box that the street Pennsylvania Railroad which was

car picked up at, or was handed to the RPO clerk in the street car as it ~ handling the Pittsburgh & Chicago
went by. RPO cars. The four postal inspectors

stayed with the money, and the
guards left. Two inspectors stayed with the money at all times while the other two rode in the Pullman car on
the train. On that same train, they would pick up newspapers from a printer at Davis Junction, Illinois. One
Christmas season, the printer’s
wife made a plate of cookies
for the crew. At station stops,
Don told me that he would go
“rob the box”. That was postal
slang for getting the mail out of
the box at the depot. There
were two locks on the box, one
for the RPO clerk and one for
the local clerk. When you
mailed a letter at the depot, the
local clerk would leave it for
the RPO clerk to pick up if it
was not for local delivery. That
is how the RPO cancellation
would appear on your letter.
Letters mailed at your post
office would be canceled by
the post office. Picking up mail

“on the fly”, which meant the
train did not stop, was being This is another street car RPO cancellation stamp from Don’s collection.

phased out by the time Don This one is from the Chicago Terminal Railway Post Office & Wentworth

was working, but they still had 4venue in Chicago, Illinois. Other cities had similar service, as did interurban
a few spots left. One of those  /ines, and even ferry boat routes. This card was handled by the RPO street car
was Green Island, lowa. Don  first which is why it has the RPO cancellation.

THE SPACE ABOVE IS R

EoOSTAL O
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told me one night he was getting ready to pick
up the mail and the wood handle on the catcher
broke off in his hand — no mail pick up for
them that day, the train just kept going. Don
does reenactments of picking up mail “on the
fly” at the Illinois Railway Museum one
weekend every summer. When you pick up
mail “on the fly”, you stand with your back to
the front of the train and extend the hook by
pulling the wood handle down. Once the bag is
hooked, you let the handle down and grab the
bag as it swings into the car.

How this all worked is interesting to me.
Remember that the Railway Postal Service
operated as a separate organization within the e -
postal service. Don said that the main post ~

office Woulfl bring the mgil to the R?ilway This is an example of the Scheme cards used for training.
Postal Service. At that point, the Railway These are for Illinois. Each post office in Illinois has a card.
Postal Service would sort and transport the On the back of the card are the different RPO routes that carry
mail. Don’s first job was sorting mail at the St. . 457 for that town. The idea is to get the cards in the bin for the
Paul,‘ Minnesota Union depot' post office which  ¢;,ect route just by looking at the town name. Also, there was
was in the St. Paul depot. This office was part 5,0 than one route for many towns, and you had to know

of the Minneapolis Region. The Railway Postal \,pich route was the most direct from where you were. You

Service had a method for how the mail is would practice with these cards until you could sort them into
sorted, called a Scheme. The word is still used ;.. with no errors.

today. The Scheme tells the clerk how to sort

the mail. When mail came to that post office, the Scheme told
the clerk which train to put the letter on to keep it moving. The
final destination was not sorted yet. The clerks were requited
to know the Scheme from memory, and were tested on each
Scheme they were using once a year. Over the years that Don
worked, he was tested on the Wisconsin Scheme eight times,
the Illinois A&B Scheme three times each, the lowa Scheme
eight times, the Minnesota Scheme eight times, the North and
South Dakota Scheme once, the Michigan A&B Scheme
twice, the northern peninsula Michigan Scheme twice, the
Ohio A&B Scheme twice each, the Indiana A&B Scheme
three times, the Wyoming, Colorado, and Idaho Scheme once
each, and the Chicago Special Delivery Scheme once. The
Chicago Special Delivery Scheme was a Sunday only east
bound on train 104. Don showed me the 1923 Scheme for
Wisconsin. There are a number of small towns around
Plymouth, where I live, that did not have rail service. The
Scheme told the clerk to put all mail for those towns on the
route for that town. For example, mail to Plymouth would be

Don found this book in an unused locker when he was
working and saved it. The book lists all the post offices in
Wisconsin by county. The RPO clerk had to know all of the
locations and how they would receive mail. The clerks were
tested once a year.
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Ashland & Milwaukeo,
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Shoboygan & Elkhart Lake ¢, P,
* S8hoboygan Fall, . ....... ______{

Sheboygan & Janosville.
.

TAYLOR COUNTY (B).

railroad. Towns that were not on the railroad would have
their mail dropped at a nearby town, and delivered by some
other means to that town. The drop point was always the

same though. Don said you were given two months

On this page from the 1923 Wisconsin Scheme, we see
that mail for Plymouth would come by the Champion &
Milwaukee route, which was the Milwaukee Road in town,
or the Sheboygan & Janesville route, which was the
Chicago & Northwestern in town. The Sheboygan & Elkhart
Lake C.P. was closed pouch mail that was delivered out of
Sheboygan.

put on the Champion & Milwaukee or the Sheboygan &
Janesville RPO route. Once the letter was on the train and
moving, it would be sorted again for the town. The mail for
some of the towns around Plymouth would be sent to
Plymouth and distributed to the other towns. When you
took a job in an RPO or at the terminal, you had to
memorize the Scheme for what you were working on.
When Don started in St. Paul, he had to learn the North
Dakota Scheme. Mail that was destined for points in North
Dakota would be sorted and assigned to a route first. Don
would have to look at the destination town name and know
which RPO route would take letters for that town. The
letter went into the bag for that route. The next step was to
put the bag on the train that was contracted to carry the
mail for that route. Once on the train, the RPO clerk in the
car would sort the mail by town as the train traveled. The
clerk had to know the names of the towns that would be
carried by the train he was working. The towns were
determined by the postal route, and not the towns on the

tO leal'l’l g SHEBOYGAN 100

the Scheme before being tested. For the test, you had to sort 1 e
an amount of mail in a certain time. There were test cards for
all the different Schemes, and you would buy your own set

or borrow one from a friend. You would practice with the
cards until you could sort them in the required time. In
addition to the practice cards there were books published
with the Schemes. Don showed me a General Scheme book

he found in an old locker one day.

On this page from the 1923 Wisconsin Scheme, you
can see that mail for Adell, Cascade, Hingham, Random
Lake, and Waldo came to Plymouth. Once in Plymouth, it il
would be distributed to the other towns. The next two :
towns, Glenbeulah and Greenbush, were receiving mail on }

the Sheboygan & Janesville route. The Chicago &

Northwestern line that ran from Sheboygan to Fond Du
Lac went through Plymouth and had a passenger train at ;
this time. In the 1930’s, this line was broken on the west 1l S SElkbart Lakie, e venes e

(Ehoboypan & Elichart Lakeo . P.)
| Kohler ; . o4 Ashland & i .

8, 10, 33, 31,

Champion & Milwnukee. 44
| Shebaygan & Elkhart Lake O. P,

end near Fond Du Lac and the passenger trains were g .
discontinued. The mail distribution would have changed 5 ‘1

when the passenger trains were discontinued.
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This placard went with the storage

i[. Storage mail was mail that was
. A mai g
DATE FORWARDED 2 : =2 being transported and not sorted in

PLACARD FOR WORKING STORAGE CAR

*5
10 NN _FéAn =74 route. The placard says that this was a
Station in New York City. This car
TRANSFER CLERK—RECORD THIS CAR AT ALL =~ ——L—o0="

o35 .5
CONTENTS > 4 €A X OSP working storage car. This means the car
(R INmuts o A’ M7 S"’““70 {Eiﬁm 2¢ mm [/a3 | was being used and should not be
nr
would be run through from Oakland to
New York without being opened or the
R imlgﬁtmmm in Large, Bold Letters, with colore (* DREEERENTIAL Pennsylvania train in New York City.

PP T A I opened until it arrived at the destination.
mail taken out. This was why you could
- DO NOT DELAY

In this case, the destination was Penn
FROM O A KLAND, CA- ZHAGIS see a Southern Pacific baggage car in a

Collecting the canceled RPO stamps is a hobby of its own. Don has an extensive collection of cancellations,
and I was asking him how that worked. When you mailed a letter, the first post office or RPO it went through
canceled the stamp. When you see a stamp that has been canceled by an RPO, you know they were the first
ones to handle that letter. The RPO got that letter first by a few means. On postal cars, there was a mail slot in
the side of the car and many people would put mail in that slot at the stations. In addition, there were mail boxes
at the stations. When the local clerk came to collect the mail, he would only take the local mail from the box.
The RPO clerk would pick up the rest during a station stop. The RPO was now the first office to handle the
letter and they would cancel it. When Don was showing me some of his collection of cancellation stamps, he
pointed out that street railways, interurban lines, as well as, boat and ferry lines also had postal service which
came under the same jurisdiction as the railway postal service.

To help sort this out, let’s take a sample letter. Dan
lives in Dwight, Illinois and is going to mail a letter to me  f . ; G |
in Plymouth, Wisconsin. Dwight is on the old Chicago & e & |
Alton and would have had mail pick up. If Dan put the ‘
letter in the box at his house, mailed it in a street corner
box, or even at the local post office, the local post office
would cancel the stamp. The first one to sort the letter CHI & ST L T: 515
would cancel the stamp. Since the letter has to go out of - Wis Via Chicago
town it is put on the train, most likely to Chicago. The letter
would be sorted by the Dwight post office and put in a ; g
bundle for Wisconsin. The bundle would be tied with a 7848-778(6-10)471
string and there would be a slip of paper with it to note it
was for Wisconsin. When the train stopped, the bag would
be picked up by the train and the letter is now in the
Railway Postal Service. On the train, the bag would be

This is an example from Don’s collection of the 3" x 4”
notes that would get tied to a bundle of letters. Rees Schlag
was the clerk working the Chicago & Owen mail route. The
route was handled by the SOO Line. This bundle was being
transferred from the Chicago & Owen route to the Chicago
& St Louis route on train #515. It came from Wisconsin and
went through Chicago. Don told me that some clerks had | :
stamps made instead of signing the notes. = 3 ' % i

Vgt

i
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== This 3” x 4" note was attached to mail going to
Wisconsin. Note the WIS penned at the top of the note.
x The bundle of letters came from the B&O off the
¥ ' Washington & Chicago route. The W.D. Stands for
western division. It came on train #71, and the clerk was
C. E. Patton. This is another example of a clerk who
had a stamp made.

opened for additional sorting. The bag racks on the car
had clips for holding labels. The clerks would have pre-
printed labels for postal routes around their area. One of
those labels would be put in the clip on the bag rack,
telling the clerk what that bag was for. Don said our
letter would most likely be put on the Chicago &
Minneapolis RPO route. There were other routes to
points in Wisconsin, but the Chicago & Minneapolis
route would work for this letter. Because our letter was
going to be put off in Milwaukee so it could go to the
the Champion & Milwaukee RPO route, there was an
additional separation on the train. The letter case would
OCT 8 1952 be used for this. Letters that needed to be sorted prior to
O. E. Patton . getting to Milwaukee would be bundled and tied with a
g string. The bundle would have a label designating the
route and a hand written #1 which told the next clerk to
sort this bundle first. This bundle went into the Chicago
& Minneapolis route bag before getting to Chicago. There were other bags for other routes. At Chicago, the bag
would be tied and a hasp put on it to close it. The label from the bag rack would be put on the hasp to designate
what the bag was for. At Chicago, the Union Station employees would take the bags to the baggage room under
the station. The bags were not opened by them because they were not postal employees. Our bag marked for the
Chicago & Minneapolis route would be taken to the train that handled that mail. If the Wisconsin mail was not
sorted for a route yet due to a shortage of time on the train, the bag would be marked for Wisconsin and would
be taken to the Chicago Terminal Post Office for further sorting. On the way to Milwaukee, the bags would be
opened and the bundles marked #1 would be sorted. This sorting would be done in the letter case again, and
bundles would be made for connecting mail routes out of Milwaukee or Milwaukee local distribution. The
bundles would be put into bags for the various routes or local distribution, and marked with tags on the hasp. At
Milwaukee, the bags marked local distribution went to the Milwaukee city post office where they were sorted
again for the local area post offices. Our
letter is in a bag marked Champion &
Milwaukee RPO route, and is once

Wash & Chi W.D. RP0 Tr —7]

again handled by the station employees. :

The bag is put on the Milwaukee Road C H i & Ow EN T R 3
train to Champion, Michigan. Plymouth ; VIA CHICAGO

would be one of the first stops, and the FR CHI & MPLS TR 4

These two 17 x 3" tags were placed
on the bag racks in the car to tell what

the bag was for. When the bag was ready C H I & OW E N T R 3

to be handed, off this tag was placed in £ YIA CHICABG 0

the hasp on the bag for identification. FR CH!I & MPLS TR l|.
The #1 on the top tag told the next clerk

that this bag should be sorted first. “ L523-95
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This 37 x 4" note was tied to a bundle of mail destined for
Oklahoma City, Oklahoma, and came from the Chicago Ft. Madison
& Kansas City route on train #15. This sounds like a Santa Fe train
to me. The SCF stood for the Sectional Center Facility in Oklahoma
City, Oklahoma.

SCF OKLAHOMA CITY OKLA

Fr Chi Ft Mad & K C Tr 1§

bag would be sorted for Plymouth first. If we look at the 1923
Scheme for Wisconsin, we see that Plymouth would receive mail
for Adell, Cascade, Hingham, Random Lake, and Waldo. Cascade
and Hingham are small towns nearby that do not have rail service. Chi-568—813-15:
Adell, Random Lake and Waldo are on the Milwaukee Road line to

Champion, but the train did not stop there, so the mail was put out e

at Plymouth. At Plymouth, the mail bag was turned over to the Chi Ft M C Tr 15
local railroad agent of the post office employee waiting for the '
train. The bag contained bundles of mail for each town with a

string around them and a label. The local Plymouth mail was sorted *
and delivered. The mail for the other post offices was delivered to
those offices.

To me, this was a remarkable process that relied heavily on the T e
ability of the RPO clerks to make decisions on how best to route
the mail and keep it moving. These mail contracts were very important to the railroads, and the mail trains were
not to be delayed. Today the mail is still carried by the railroads, as well as, packages from UPS and FedEx.
The mail is sorted by machine in regional centers and routed by computer bar code. The RPO clerks are gone,
but the trains that handle the mail and packages are still high priority trains.

UNITED STATES MAIL
RAILWAY POS: OFFICE

- —

| Trazn #2 at Sprmgfeld Illznozs in the 1960 s loadmg the Chlcago & St. Louis RPO car.
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Modeling The Railway Postal Service

By Glenn Guerra

When I started hanging around by Ted Schnepf in 1989, I started to learn about the operation of a model
railroad. In the August-September 2013 issue of the O Scale Resource, we talked about how Ted operates his
layout. There are different ways of doing it, but the end result is the same. The freight cars are routed to and
from points on your layout. When it comes to passenger trains, the operation is usually running the train around
the layout. There are some people who get much more involved and study the prototype movements of
passenger cars and trains. Ted has a friend in the round robin operating group he is with who has an HO Scale
model of Chicago Union Station. All they do is operate passenger trains on his layout. While I was talking to
Don Degner about the RPO mail service, I was thinking about how some of this could be modeled on your
layout. This article is nothing but some rambling ideas to get the conversation going. I will talk about some
ideas I have, and we can see what some of you would think.

From Talking to Don, it appeared that the RPO service picked up and distributed mail to the town post
office level. In addition, the idea was to keep the mail moving in the general direction as you kept sorting it.
Mail was not always collected or distributed at stops, and could be picked up or distributed while the train was
moving. Lastly, mail was passed from train to train until it ended up on the route that had the final destination. I
think this would be a key point to keep in mind for designing our operation. With these points in mind, let’s go
back and look at how a card system works and how it might work for our RPO car.

On Ted’s layout, the freight car routing is done with a card system. At each stop, the conductor leaves or
picks up cards when he leaves or picks up cars. For passenger train operation, the conductor could be the RPO
clerk. Cards could be picked up or left at towns and ends of runs that represent bundles of mail. On model
layouts, there is not time between stops or stations to actually sort mail on the letter level. I think it would work
better to eliminate that step of the operation, and move to the next level with the mail bundled. The cards could
just have the name of a town and the state on them. When the train gets to the town on the card, the conductor
could go to the bin and look through the cards. Cards that are addressed to go places in the direction the train is
going would be picked up. For example, on Ted’s layout, he may have a passenger train that goes from
Dubuque, lowa to Minneapolis, Minnesota. The northbound train would stop at a town and look for mail. Let’s
say there was a bundle for Atlanta, Georgia. The northbound train would leave that bundle for the southbound
train to pick up. Cards for the town where you are at and smaller local towns would be left. On Ted’s layout at
Marquette, lowa, there is a junction with a line that goes west. Mail for points on this line could be left in
Marquette for the westbound passenger train to take west. At some point, these trains are going to leave the
view on Ted’s layout and go to staging yards. At the end of the run, all mail was handed off on the RPO cars to
the Railway Terminal Post Office. On the model layout, the end of the run is in staging; which is not necessarily
the end of the prototype run. For our model purposes, we could say this was the end of the run and all mail
would be removed. In actual practice, the mail would be handed to another train or the terminal post office. In
our operation, the cards would be removed from the train and distributed around the layout for the next
operating session. In addition, some cards would need to be placed with the train for the next run of that train.
Some of these cards will be for towns on the layout where mail can be left. Other cards will be for exchange
with other passenger trains on the layout; and finally, some cards will be for towns anywhere. As an example,
on Ted’s layout the east west passenger train at Marquette would take mail for South Dakota, Wyoming, and
other points west. At the end of the run, these cards could be placed in towns on the layout for the next
passenger train to pick up and sort. Also, at the end of the operating session, the cards for the towns on the
layout could be redistributed to other towns or to the staged trains. I think you would want to include the
possibility of a letter mailed from one town on the layout to another town on the layout.
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This is how I think it would work. When you come to a town on the layout, the conductor will go to the
mail pick up bin. His first task will be to look for mail going in his direction and collect it. Then, he will set out
his mail in the mail set out bin. When the train leaves, he will first need to look for mail for towns they will be
coming to and sort them for a drop at that town. Then, he will need to keep the mail for the connecting trains
separate so that when he gets to the junction, he will set out mail for that train. By then, you will be coming to
the next town and do it over. When he gets to the junction, there will be three set outs. One for each direction,
for example east or west, and one for the town. Using Ted’s layout as the example again, the northbound train
going through Marquette would set out mail for a passenger train going west or east. Mail for states like Illinois,
Indiana, and other states to the east would be put out at Marquette to be taken to Madison, Wisconsin and then
Milwaukee. Final routing would be through Chicago to points east. For states like South Dakota, Nebraska,
Wyoming and other states in the west, the mail would go to the west. Our job on the northbound train is to get
the mail moving in an easterly or westerly direction.

For cards, I think something Plymouth Lexington Dubuque
about the size of a business card Wisconsin Kentucky Towil
would work. On your computer,

a word processing program
would be able to do the art work. Marion Edmore Dubuque

Start by making a table. I made a Ohio

sample as shown which was LOWA 1owWa
three columns and nine rows. |
just started putting cities and .
Jstates in theptable%boxes. Puta E AlRAG funkey River Dubugue
lot of cards for towns on your fowa lowa Iowa
layout so you have some town to
town mail on your layout. | . . .
would recommend printing this Rapid City Ossian Dubuque
on heavy stock, say around 60 South Dakota Towa Towa
pound paper. Then, cut the cards
apart. To make duplicates of the
towns on your layout, just cut San Antonio Calmar Dubuque
and paste from one table box to Texas Iowa Towa
another. If you print more than
one copy, you will start to have
a lot of mail. You will need to Atlanta Edmore Ossian
make some additional bins at Georgia lowa Iowa
your towns for the cards.

~ So, those are my ideas. I Madison Edmore Calmar
th1n1'< this could add some fun Wisconsin T 1o
and interest to the operation of
passenger trains on our layouts.
It would be cheap to make up a Little Rock Edmore Turkey River
couple of sheets of cards and try Arkansas Towa Towa
it. It may take some modification
once you try it, but again, the

rds are cheap. Drop me a m . . p
Iclecl)tislgt?ncg fﬁg knogfwhea‘? ymel a [?etl:mt Turkey River Ossian

Michigan lowa Iowa

think. I will put your ideas out
there, and they may be of
interest to other people.
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ALLEGHENY SCALE MODELS

O SCALE JLOCOMOTIVES & ROLLING STOCK

Sales, Collections, Consignments, Appraisals
Brass, Custom Built Models, RTR, Kits, Decals

470 Schooley’s Mountain Road, Suite 8-117
Hackettstown, New Jersey 07840

www.alleghenyscale.com

PH: 908-684-2070 FAX: 908-684-8911
oscale@alleghenyscale.com

Depressed Center Flat Car

-

Designed to carry heavy and/or tall loads, the 40°, 90-ton depressed-center flatcar is a unique
car that will attract attention. Railroads ordered the castings and built their own cars, so
details varied. At least the NH, C&N'W, Southern, and NYC had these cars. The unpainted
kit consists of high-quality urethane castings for the body, and brass & wethane brake
components under both ends of the car. Easy assembly with ACC or epoxy. Less decals,
trucks, and couplers.

#19209 Depressed Center Flat Car  $79.95

Shipping - $5.00/order in the US  Foreign orders pay actual amount

All Scale Catalog - $3.00

Better Than Scrarch!

. www.btsrr.com
o Ko "Wty 24 304-823-3729
elington, WV 26250

Ventilated Box Cars Trucks Are In Stock !

Reserve Yeurs Today !

RY Models

Fine 2uality O Scale Brass Wodels Since 1999

7 Edgedale Ct. Wyomissing, PA 19610
- PH 610-678-2834 (6:00 to 9:00 PM EST)
http://www.richyodermodels.com/

Direct Sales Only
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PHILADHLPHIA,

The Glovy of 19th Century Raiboading in 0-Feale

www.smrtrains.com
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FILLILING A SPACE
OR

WHEN PLANNING OR BUILDING A LAYOUT, WE SOMETIMES OUTSMART OURSELVES
By Dan Dawdy

The Chicago March Meet is over for another year. My layout was open for two days again this year, but
now the people are gone and it’s time to get back to work. Sitting in my chair looking over the basement can be
intimidating, and I didn’t know where to start. I ended up wasting a lot of time thinking about what I wanted to
work on next. I decided to start at one end of the layout and just get to it.

I’'m going to start at the top of the “widowmaker” and and work my way down around the paint booth and
washer and dryer, and then on to the new rock molds. When we built the hill, affectionately called the
“widdowmaker”, we rounded a corner and headed through a tunnel to the upper deck. I thought this corner
would make a great location for something. That something would be filled in later. Later is here, so I built a
small coal mine which on a good day would crank out one gon load of coal. I left a space for that along with
room for two switches off the main for a run around. The picture below shows what it looks like today.

1

At point A, the grade levels off a bit as we round the corner. There is a right hand switch there. At point B,
we begin the last bit of climb to the upper level, and there was a left hand switch placed there. Point C is a three
foot stub track which is level. My original idea was for a small MoW siding, but now I can see the possibility
of using it to help switch the mine. Putting up a backdrop will not be hard, but figuring out how to switch the
mine was really troubling. My first thought was to begin work on the other side of the layout and worry about
this next year. That kind of defeats my whole motivational kick I am on, so back to the drawing board.

I needed a small switch around point X where one leg would complete the run around back to point A, and
the other leg would serve the mine. There is not a whole lot of room up there, so I needed to figure out how to
make this work. There are many nice pre-built switches on the market. (OK turnouts, switches, whatever.)
Look in our classified section, and you will see some fine advertisers for switches and switch components. |
don’t want to get into a discussion of whether to buy or build. That is better left up to the individual. In this
case, | needed an odd size switch, and I wanted it now. The only solution was to build my own.

There are many ways to build a switch. The following is the way I do it. It may not be the way you do it,
and your way may be better or easier than mine, but this has worked for me and I have built about 25 for this
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layout. For reference, I have placed a diagram at the end of the article that shows the parts that make up a
switch. So, let’s get started.

rinad # A

. r)‘ . @ !’:!-‘,.’..l":l I{rl"M..A..n.l oLl L DL e, |
G R 8 =

sl
L

I had some paper templates from Old Pullman (no longer in
business) that I use for tie placement. I chose a number 4 template, but
used a number 5 frog. This will help me on the total length of the
switch. (Fig 1)

I use scrap wood, and glue it to the paper template which is
mounted on s piece of Masonite. I have precut and stained ties ready to
go starting at 9 scale feet and going all the way to 16 scale feet in 2
foot increments. (Fig 2) Then, I simply lay in my cut and stained ties,
matching the length according to the template. You will notice that the
ties on the diverging end are shorter than the template. Again, this is a
number 4 template but [ am using a number 5 frog since I did not want
“ that sharp of a divergence.

Next, I make sure the bottom row of ties are even and lay a piece of tape across all the ties. (Fig 3 & 4) This
allows me to pick everything up and move it to the final location.

You will notice this is a left hand template. I need a right hand switch, so I simply flipped the taped ties
upside down and re-taped the now right side up right hand switch. (Fig 5 & 6)
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I mounted the ties to a piece of Homasote since I was going to build this on the bench and then mount it. I
spread glue on the Homasote and then set the ties in place, weighting them down. (Fig 7) Fig 8 shows the ties
mounted and sanded, ready to the rails and frog.

Now, where to start? Well, I know where the upper through rail will be. Simply measure a piece of track
you already have and see how far in the rail needs to be. Then, draw a pencil line down the ties. (Fig 9) Some
people do not file away material from the two stock rails. They claim they can grind/file the points so fine that
it’s not needed. I have not had much luck doing it that way so I “cheat” and file the inner sides of the stock rails
so the points will fit snug. (Fig 10) Now, I can spike the through stock rail in place.

Fig 10
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Once the through stock rail is in place, I know how to mount the frog. Using an NMRA or other track
gauge, [ measure from the through stock rail to the bottom right and top left of the frog rails. (Fig 11 & 12)

Next, I spike the frog. With the frog in place, I lay in my diverging stock rail. I know the distance apart at least
three ties from the end, and I also know the distance from the frog — this time lower rail left and upper rail right
on the frog. (Fig 13 & 14) I also know the distance back at the head block. (Fig 15)

Now, | can add the point rails. Grind/file the point ends about 1 inch, getting them as fine as possible. I use
a Dremel with a small grinding wheel to get started, and then go back and finish with files. You can also take
off just bit of the outside of the rail, but you don’t want to remove too much inner rail and weaken it. Test fit to
see if the points snug up against the through stock rails. (Fig 16) Next, cut the opposite ends so that they almost
butt up to the frog. I said almost, keep a small space and drop in a piece of styrene or some type of insulating
material so those rails never touch the frog. Do the same for the other side of the frog.

Fig 16
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The two images above show the switch ready for the point rails and then with point rails installed.

I run all isolated frogs and use Hex Frog Juicers from Tam Valley Depot to route power in all my hand
throw switches. I tried to use cheap micro switches as many do for power routing, but it was just one more
mechanical thing to mount under the benckwork in a place no human should have to go. I gave up, and went the
easy way. Yes, it costs more, but they are bullet proof.

I use a copper tie bar to throw the points, and a Caboose Industries ground throw. I also solder a small wire
from both stock rails to the point rails. This allows for perfect electrical connection, and is not dependant on the
tightness of the points to the stock rail. Finally, add guard rails and the new switch, and it is ready to be
installed. (Fig 17)

Fig 18 on the next page shows about where this will be installed. I’ll need to remove some of the Homasote

that I laid down when I built the trackage going around the mine, since again, I got ahead of my self by a few
years.
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There are some shortcuts to building your own switch. Prebuilt switches are available in O Scale such as
Atlas, custom prebuilt switches from O Scale Turnouts and others. If you want to build your own with more
detail than I used, there are precast throw bars and points, as well as, tie plates. You can make it as detailed as
you want.

ANATOMY OF A SWITCH

Frog  Guard Rail
Through

Throw Bar  Through Point Rail
Stock Rail

’Iﬂ " N
Through
Route
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Diverging Diverging .
Stock Rail Point Rail Guard Rail
Insulate the frog at yellow dots

p N Delta Models _
Altoona Model Works Cast Resin Parts for O Scale Passenger Cars Stevenson Preservation Lines
o, Visit Us! www.deltamodelsusa.com O Scale

Kits and Parts From Past Masters

Baldwin Model Locomotive Works

* Fine Quality Models & Structures

* Model Making Services Lobaugh
. . Adams & Sons
e Laser Cutting & Engraving Lenoir
e CNC Machining Kansas City Kit
Hines Lines
Visit our website: www.altoonamodelworks.net Alexander

AltoonaModelWorks Pearce Tool Co

2172 Cross Cove Rd
Martinsburg, Pa. 16662

See available kits
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Machmmg Drlvers __

By Glenn Guerra

With today’s ability to
do 3D computer modeling
and have rapid prototype
patterns made, there are a
lot of good quality parts
available. One of those
parts is locomotive driver
centers. As locomotives
were used, drivers got
changed, and it is not
uncommon to see two or
more types of drivers on
the same locomotive. Many
of us want to have that
variety, or even a type of
driver not normally supplied with the model. Well, we now have the choice of driver, but they usually come as
castings that need machining. For a lot of us, machining is mystifying and is to be avoided at all costs. Don’t
give up, it can be done as I have found out.

I was primarily a wood worker and dabbled in machine work. As far as machining goes, I am only slightly
more competent than a machine operator. What I have learned from friends who are good machinists, is that
before you start, think the whole process through. That is number one. As you are proceeding, you may need to
change how you are going to hold the part in the chuck. Many machinists call this “leaving a handle on the
part”. The second important thing they have told me is that you need to do as much as possible in the same set
up. When a part is removed from a chuck or vise, it is almost impossible to put it back in where it was. With
this little bit of help, I jumped in and here is how it turned out.

The photo of the raw casting
is typical of what you will get
when you buy driver centers.
The round boss on the back side
needs to stay. The sprue needs
to be cut off and filed smooth. If
you try to machine it off, the
tool will catch, and you are
liable to rip the part out of the
chuck. The function of the boss
is to be the handle by which you
hold the part in the chuck of
your lathe. The boss may not be
concentric with the outside
diameter of the wheel, so it
needs to be turned first. This

opergtion took me a few tries to These castings are typical of what you will get when you buy driver
get right. centers.
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The next photo shows the
first set up I used in the lathe. I
adjusted the part until the boss
wobbled very little when the
lathe was on. I trued up the
boss, and thought I was home
free. When I turned the part
around in the chuck and
grabbed it by the boss, the rim
wobbled a little. No problem, I
would just cut until the rim was
true. When I stopped the lathe to
check my work, I found I had
cut through the spokes on one
side of the rim. Look closely at
the photo and you will see that
the spokes in the foreground are
cut into, and the ones at the
back are not. As [ was looking
at this, the light started coming
on, but it was not bright yet. I
could tell at this point that what
I needed was for the rim to run
true in the first setup, and not
worry about the boss. For my
second attempt, I tried to eye the
rim to see that it was running
true. When I was done, the
wheel was only slightly less
worse. By now I realized that
the rim running true was very
important. After thinking about
it, I saw that what I needed was
to index the rim to the face of
the chuck. If that were the case,
they would be parallel and the
rim would run true. Normally in
machining you use parallel bars
for this, so I got them out. The
next bit of consternation was not
having enough hands to hold the
bar, the part, and tighten the
chuck. After a few tries at that, I
decided that another plan was in
order. Remember the advice
about thinking the job through?
It was time to sit down and do
just that. I tend to get ahead of
myself a lot — sort of like getting This was my first attempt at machining a driver. Note that the spokes in
half the kit built and then the foreground are machined through at the rim and the ones in the
reading the instructions. background are not. This is NOT what we want.
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After thinking more about the
problem, I came to the realization that I
needed to index off of the rim only.
What I came up with was to make a
turning that would only touch the rim of
the wheel. I made the outside diameter
of the turning less than the outside
diameter of the rim. After I had it
turned, I cut it off with a cut off tool
while it was still in the chuck. This is
one of those things like point number
two. As long as you cut it off in the
same set up as you turned it, the front
and back face will be parallel giving
you the desired result. If you take it out
and turn it around, you run the risk of
the face and back not being parallel. As
a side note, I always wondered how
they ever made a machine that was
more accurate than the one they were
using. It’s things like this. Good
procedures will defeat a sloppy
machine. Now that I had my spacer
turning, I chucked up the part as shown
in the next photo. Remember that the
turning is loose in the chuck. Only the
rim is being held because the turning
has a smaller outside diameter than the rim. At this point, I could true up the boss and it would be perpendicular
to the rim. To use the turning, put it in the chuck first, and then push the wheel in until it seats against the
turning and the turning is tight against the chuck face. Now, the rim of the wheel will be running true to the face
of the chuck. At this point, you turn the diameter of the boss. The diameter is not critical, so just go until the
boss is machined all around.

In this photo, you can see the turning that I made to help locate
the wheel in the chuck. Note that the turning will only contact the face
of the rim, which is what we want.

These two photos show the spacer that [ made in place in the chuck. On the right is the machined boss,
which is now perpendicular to the face of the rim.
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The next operation is to turn the diameter of the rim and face it. Before you start, measure the inside
diameter of the tire you will be using. Use a telescoping gauge and a micrometer. A caliper will not be accurate
for this operation. Write down the inside diameter of the tire so you remember what it is. What we want is to
make the rim a .001” interference fit. That means we want to make the outside diameter of the wheel .001”
greater than the inside diameter of the tire. On the drivers you want to insulate, you need to take into account
the insulating material. I used .005” acetate for insulation. That means I had .005” on each side, so I had to
make the wheel .010” smaller. Take your fist cut on the outside diameter of the rim until it just cleans up. Go
slow, taking small cuts. This is my biggest problem in machining. I always want to plow off material. You can’t
do that. At this point, you will be feeding the tool using the cross feed to control the diameter. Feed it in to a full
mark for your last clean up cut. The marks are usually in .001” increments. Now, measure your wheel with the
micrometer. Again, a caliper will not be accurate enough here. Write down the dimension and subtract the
dimension you want from it. For the sake of discussion, let’s say your wheel is .014” too big. Turn the cross
feed dial in .005” and take a cut. One of two things is going to happen. Lathes are different on the cross feed.
Some are set up so when you advance the dial on the cross feed your tool moves in the same amount, in this
case .005”. If the tool moves in .005”, the diameter on the rim will be .010” smaller. Think this through if you
are confused. If our measured diameter came down by only .005”, then your lathe is set up to indicate the
change in diameter, and the tool is moving only one half the distance on the dial. If you are not sure, practice on
some scrap by taking a cut, measuring, moving in .005”, taking another cut, and measuring again. This will tell
you how your lathe is set up. Next, I like to touch the face of the rim just enough to clean it up. Have your
compound set up to 90 degrees to the cross feed. Feed the tool into the rim until it just touches and cleans up.
Then, I like to face the front of the hub. This may not work on drivers with heavy counter weight, so you will
need to skip this step. Write the number down that is on the dial on your compound. As an example again, let’s
say you want the hub to stick out .032” from the rim. While the lathe is stopped, move the dial on the
compound back. Notice that there is some slop in the dial. Move it back past where you want to be, and then
move into the part. This way, the pressure on the screw will be on the same side and the dial will read correctly.
Feed in until your number is .032” plus the number you had indicated. Write down the number and back off
again. Now, start the lathe and feed in until you just touch. Take small cuts until you reach your number. The
last operation I like to do here is to clean up the back side of the rim. I use the cut off tool because it is narrow
and will fit, but you need to set it into your holder so only a little is sticking out. The tool is thin and will want
to bend sideways when you go to cut. Again, take a cut, measure and then index to your number.

e .

These two photos show turning the outside diameter of the rim and facing the hub. When measuring, use a
micrometer. A caliper will not be accurate enough.
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The next operation is to put the axle hole in. You
want to do this before you remove the wheel from the
chuck. Remember, as long as all the operations are
done in the same set up, without removing the part
from the chuck, all the diameters will be concentric. If
you remove the part from the chuck and try to center it
in the chuck again, you will be doing a lot of fooling
around with a dial indicator to get even close to having
the axle hole concentric with the rim. The first thing
you want to do is measure your axle with the
micrometer. Axles are generally made of steel with a
touch of lead in them to aid the machining. The alloy is
usually 12L14. The material is ground to size and is
spot on to the dimension it should be. If you are
converting a model, your axle may be a metric size.
You can purchase axles from hobby suppliers, or make
your own. The ground stock can be purchased from
McMaster Carr in six foot lengths, which will give you
a lifetime supply. When sizing the axle hole, you want
to make it a .001” interference fit again. In other
words, the hole will be .001” smaller in diameter than
the axle. The method of doing this is to use a reamer to
size the hole. Reamers are ground to exact size and
come in a variety of sizes. I was using a .156” axle so |
purchased a .155” reamer. I get mine at McMaster
Carr, but there are many other suppliers. You want a
straight flute chucking reamer. Lastly, you need a
starter drill. Starter drills will not wander, starting a
hole right where the center of the turning is. Now that I
had what I needed, I started the hole with the starter
drill. See the top photo. Then I drilled out the hole. To
drill the hole for my .156” axle, I used a #26 drill that
was .147” in diameter. I found that it was better to drill
the hole at least .010” smaller than the final size. Then,
I ran the reamer through the hole to make it the final
size. At this point, I had concentric holes and and the

part was almost ready to take out of the chuck. Before I |

took it out, I used a #0 fine file and put a very fine
chamfer on the rim. All you want to do is take the
sharp edge off along with any burrs. This will aid in
pressing the tire on. Lastly, you want to chamfer the
axle hole. I used a counter sink and just turned it by
hand a few turns. Now, you can remove the part from
the chuck.

The next operation was to remove the boss. The
face of the hub should be perpendicular to the axle
hole, or parallel to the face of the rim. I used the same
procedure as mounting the wheel in the first operation.
Use your turning again to keep the face of the rim
parallel to the face of the chuck. There are a few ways
to remove the boss. One way is to cut it off with a cut
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The first operation is to spot the hole with a starter
drill.

The second peration is to drill the hole. Use a
drill that is at least . 01 0" smaller than your final size.

The last operation is to ream the hole to size.
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off tool. However, I would not recommend this because cut off tools
can grab and exert a lot of pressure on the part. The rim now is very
narrow, and there is not much holding the part on. The method I used
was to keep machining the diameter off the boss to get back to the rim.
Do not go past the rim. Go slow, and don’t be in a hurry. Take small
cuts so you don’t rip the part out of the chuck. This is actually one of
the hardest things for me in machining. I am always in a hurry. When I
had most of the boss removed, I started face cuts on it. The face of the
back hub is usually set in past the rim to clear the axle bearing. You
need to determine this dimension from your own model. To get to this
dimension., use the compound and set the dial to a convenient number.
With the lathe off, move the cross feed into the part until the tool just
touches the back side of the rim. Next, move the tool, using the dial on
the cross feed, off of the rim towards the center of the wheel. Now you
know where the back of the rim is, and can take a cut on the hub boss The finished driver center ready to
face. Use the dial on your compound to move the tool into the part and cut the boss off of the back.

take successive cuts until you get to the dimension you want. For

example, if the hub is .012” past the rim, move the tool that amount using the dial on the compound and you
will have it. This operation does not require plus or minus one thousandth accuracy, and this method will work
just fine. So, now that my center is machined, I need to mount the tire.

To mount the tire, I made another ring that would
only press on the tire and not the wheel center. I used
a small arbor press and started the tire by hand,
finishing it with my ring. To do the wheel with the
insulation, I used the spacer that I used in the lathe
chuck and laid the wheel on it. I wrapped the whole
thing in acetate and left about 3/16” sticking past the
wheel. I slipped the tire over this and used the ring to
start the tire on. After the tire was on, I trimmed the
excess acetate off with a knife, and reset the tire one more time to be sure. Now I had new drive wheels.
Drilling the crank pin holes is another story, and I will show you how I did that in the next issue.

I have always had this desire to build my own locomotive. Partly because of the challenge, and also because
what I want is not available. It seems like a daunting task, but if you keep plugging away, the least that will
happen is that you will develop more modeling skills.
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wm Clty O - Scalers

The Twin Clty O-Scalers was formed on August 11, 2008 in Bloomington, IL. Yes, the twin cities of
Bloomington-Normal, Illinois... not the Minneapolis — St. Paul area. We’ve had many people say they’ve seen
us at train shows in the MSP area, but we have yet to set up our modular display layout in the MSP area! While
the TCOS is not a formal club, the group was formed by modelers with the common interest of having fun
running trains without all the political nonsense that often develops with formal clubs. The group’s primary goal

is to promote 1/48™ scale model railroading through the operation of a modular 2-Rail layout. One the greatest
benefits of belonging to the group is that other modeler’s skills and experiences are directly accessible so that if
you’re not familiar with a particular aspect of the hobby, such as DCC, module construction, hand laying track
or converting 3-Rail freight cars, chances are other group members have some experience which they can share
to help you build those skills or provide you with credible information to significantly jumpstart your learning.
Over the years, the comradery amongst our group members is second to none, as well as, the rapport that has
been established in our local community and across the model railroad community.

We have a core group of members, in addition to other interested modelers that often participate in our
group activities. This helps keep our group active and constantly involved in new opportunities. The TCOS
group members stay active in between the modular layout setups through operating sessions on their home
layouts, hobby shop trips to find that elusive freight car or locomotive, or on railfan trips. Presently, the modular
2-Rail layout is undergoing a significant expansion, growing to 24’ x 60’. The biggest advantage of the modular
layout expansion will be a 48’ yard where we can have multiple trains staged for operation, along with showing
how to operate a railroad yard. We are also focusing on scenery and adding buildings to the layout. Our modules
are standards based, so it’s very easy for a group member or interested modeler to build a module and connect it
to the layout! If you’re interested in building a module, helping set up or tear down, or just want to run trains, let
us know. Being a member of a group like TCOS has allowed me to grow as a modeler by learning new skills,
helping others develop their skills, and promoting 1/48" scale model railroading, but most of all it has helped
me build new friendships. So, if you don’t quite have the space to build your dream O-Scale layout, have
questions on how to build that dream layout, are not sure how to convert a freight car, or are looking for others
who share your passion in 1/48™" scale model railroading, don’t hesitate to start or join a group like TCOS.

For more information on TCOS, please don’t hesitate to contact us:
Mike DeBerg mike@debergfamily.net or Brian Huang brian _huang(@comecast.net
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Post Script:

I have been a member of Twin City O—Scalers since its inception, although a running member only. It’s the
core people Mike DeBerg, Brian Huang and Bill Steinkraus who have done the majority of the building and
maintaining of the layout and its equipment. If they set up close enough, I’ll stop by to lend a hand and run
some of my equipment.

What keeps this group together is that core group of dedicated people and their love of modeling. This past
March, I visited the layout while it was being displayed in Normal, IL at the Trains in The Heartland Show at
Heartland Community College. ~ Dan

It’s all about the children when you set up for the public. There is still something about a train that triggers
their imagination.

(11| g lg,::ig |' A i
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The Twin City O-Scalers use Digitrax wireless and
tethered controls.

T
Brian Huang looks on while doing his
“supervising” chores.

Guest operator Shruthi Reddy at the controls as Brian
continues to “supervise”
‘,"II- ] ¥ " X A

Much of the layout has scenery and ballast.
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Although photographing in a conference room is not conducive to great depth of field,
you can get a sense of the layout’s current 12° x 34’ size. It makes for nice long runs,
good passing sidings and fairly wide curves for a modular layout.

Group member Glenn Watson (left) and an onlooker
admire that beautiful green paint.
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1 ki A After many years uncoupling Kadee couplers with everything from fancy store
bought gizmos to coffee stir sticks, I have come back to the old reliable pencil. They
work, they’re cheap, and are something that almost everyone has. I had been talking
| about getting a batch make with the railroad name on them, but

' really did not need 100 “uncouplers”. So for a Christmas
stocking stuffer, Amy gave me a set of colorful pencils with

\ Richmond, Danville & Southern on them. These came from
-~ mileskimball.com, and at $6.99

o ‘_:_:‘ a dozen with imprint, it's hard to

: " cowrong Now, Iwasgetting  Rufil 3
e sick of pencils just laying on the = FSYPSSER Clamps

layout, and came up with a few ideas

~ something cheap, quick and removable. I had some

" plastic wire clamps, and found that the 1/4” would do
~ the job. Run a screw through the front hole, but NOT
the rear as it will be too tight, at least for these pencils.
The head of the screw will still hold the rear of the

~ clamp, and hold it tight. It is just tight enough to allow
the pencil to easily be removed and placed back.
Maybe someday I’ll come up with a fancy expensive
idea, but now this works. f o

<rzo OZ-rVcCoOOzZzc

Got a quick tip to pass along? Let me know about
it. Send an Email to daniel(@oscaleresource.com, and tell me about it.
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O SCALE SHOWS & MEETS

The O Scale Resource Magazine will now be providing a free listing of upcoming events.
This small, text only listing will include the Event, Date, Location, Type of Event, and Contact
Information. Click here to go to the sign up form. This form will take your information, and we

will publish it in our next issue. If it is an annual event, you will need to submit your

information every year.

Gadsden Pacific Division Toy Train Museum - Toy Train Show

May 30t and 31st, 2014

November 14th and 15%, 2014

January 9% and 10%, 2015

Tucson Expo Center - 3750 E Irvington Road
Tucson Arizona

Email: TrainShow@gpdToyTrainMuseum.com
Web Address: www.gpdToyTrainMuseum.com

2014 National 'O' Scale Convention
September 19t thru 20, 2014

Wyndham Indianapolis-West

2 Rail, 3 Rail, Proto48, On3, On30 Convention
Email: oscaleindy(@att.net

Web Address: www.indyoscalenational.com

The Southern New England "O" Scale Train Show

October 4, 2014

Chestnut Street United Methodist Church, 161 Chestnut Street
Gardner, MA.

Dealers, Displays, 2 rail, P:48..

Email: sneshowchair@snemrr.org

Web Address: www.snemrr.org

The 2014 Southwest O Scale Meet

Oct 24™ and 25t 2014

Fort Worth Academy, 7301 Durch Branch Road
Fort Worth TX 76132

Email: swoscalemeet@gmail.com

Web Address: www.oscalesw.com/
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Cleveland 2-Rail O Scale Train Meet

November 15, 20014

Lakeland Community College 7700 Clocktower Dr.
Kirtland,Ohio 44094

9:00AM-2:00PM

Email: j1d464@yahoo.com

Web Address: www.cleveshows.com

Chicago March Meet

March 13,14 & 15, 2015
Weston Lombard Hotel
Lombard, Illinois

9:00 AM-2:00 PM each day
Email : info@marchmeet.net
Web Address: marchmeet.net

Eastern Pennsylvania O Scale Show
August 912014

November 15t 2014

Strasburg Fire Department

Strasburg, Pennsylvania

Email: jdunn8888@hotmail.com
Web Address: www.scaletworail.com

O Scale West

February 5-7. 2015

Hyatt Regency

Santa Clara, California

9:00 AM to 5:00 PM each day
Email: info@oscalewest.com

Web Address: www.oscalewest.com
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RR 1 Box 141A * Belington, WV 26250
Phone: 304-823-3729 / Fax: 304-823-2901

LS.

Email: bill@btsrr.com
Web: btsrr.com

i CrOW RIVER PRODUCTS

P |
P.O. Box 2092

- Pawtucket, RI 02861
Phone : 401-723-0065

Email: crowriver@cox.net

Web: www.crowriverproducts.com/

0O SCALE TURNOUTS™. ne

‘Ready to Lay on your Right of Way

info@oscaleturnouts.com
810.231.4481

O-scale,
2-rail, precision
engineered, high quality,
prototypical looking turnouts.

Made in America

| Vi - 14
LA o
OHSIES Des Plaines, IL 60018

1524 Lee Street

Phone: 847-297-2118
Email: dphobbies@earthlink.net
Web: www.desplaineshobbies.com

Tepocpiopet® 2 AYICS
Em & nparalieled crefiaman,,

Phone: 573-619-8532
Email: orders@scalefigures.com
Web: scalefigures.com

137 new Highway
Commack,NY 11725

Phone: 631-543-3125

Email: mitchsahagian@aol.com
Web: mjslayouts.com

ullet River
OC:t"f' V\fro:-l.;‘-. 118 Huson Ct.

118 Huson C1. Plymoutn, W1 53073 Plymouth, WI 53073
Phone: 847-308-5378

Email: glenn@mulletrivermodelworks.com
Web: mulletrivermodelworks.com

Irish Tracklayer

' Cast and Etched Detail Parts For
= Track, Cars, and Locomotives

www.irishtracklayer.com

NickeL Rate MopeLs

OF MARYLAND

13732 Lakeside Dr. Clarksville, MD 21029
Phone: 301-854-3200 Email: NKP48@aol.com

' RGSRR Hobbies
RIOGUTHERAL | 1102 by

R = | Whitewater, CO 81527
FI&%BROJ[ES PH 970-245-5100

www.rgsrrhobbies.com

Serving your hobby needs since 1974

31280 Groesbeck Rd Fraser, MI 48026 - USA
info@pdhobbyshop.com
Web: pdhobbyshop.com

126 Will Scarlet
Elgin, IL 60120-9524
Ph 847 697 5353

Web:
http://railsunlimited.ribbonrail.com

Track Components - Switch Frogs & Points

Send for catalogue Phone: 847-297-2118
23882 Rd 15-% Chowchilla, CA 93610 Email: dphobbies@earthlink.net
: Ph 559 665 1001 Web: www.desplaineshobbies.com

1524 Lee Street
Des Plaines, IL 60018

Sunset Models Inc.

- 16 Beta Court, Sam Ramon, Ca. 94583
rnl Ph 925-820-7701
€ www . 3rdrail.com

5] | Third Rail Division
il

ProTo 48

Phone: 317-774-5755
Email: jfpautz@comcast.net

PRE OWNED

Jim Hackworth 2631 Edgevale Rd
Columbus, OH 43221-1113

MODEL TRAINS ~ PH:cla-4sidsi7

Fax : 614-451-4557

Email : jhmtrains@mns.com
Web : www.jhmtrains.com

Chicago “O” Scale Meet

March 14-16, 2015 Lombard, lllinois

www.marchmeet.net
Ph. 630-745-7600

PrRUTUCRAFT"

18498 Half Moon Street, Unit 203
Sonoma, CA 95476-4835
Phone: 707-935-7011
Email: protocraft48@yahoo.com
Web: www.protocraft48.com

Serving your hobby needs since 1974

31280 Groesbeck Rd Fraser, MI 48026 - USA
info@pdhobbyshop.com
Web: pdhobbyshop.com

DiALERS

2014 National O Scale Convention
Indianapolis, Indiana

Sept. 19-20 2014

www.indyoscalenational.com

137 new Highway
Commack,NY 11725
Phone: 631-543-3125

Email: mitchsahagian@aol.com

Web: mjslayouts.com
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