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A work in progress showing the new
town of Athens on Dan Dawdy’s
Richmond, Danville & Southern
Railroad. See the article Planning a
Scene in this issue.

Leo Vilstrup hard at work building
models.
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Welcome to the July/August 2015 issue of . All of you will be reading this
issue in the height of summer here in the northern latitudes. Vacations and other outdoor activities are keeping
us busy this time of year. When you need a break, don’t forget your models. They are in the house where it is
cool, and are fun to work on. It may seem like a way off yet, but September is coming and that means the O
Scale National. This year, it will be again centrally located in Indianapolis, Indiana September 18-19. By then
the kids will be back in school, the grass will not be growing much, and there will be no snow to shovel yet. It
should be a good show. We will be there and hope to see you.

 In this issue, we have some history again, some personal interest, and some modeling. Let’s lead off with
the history. You all know I am a history buff. This summer marks the 70th anniversary of the ending of World
War II. This truly was a world war and affected people and the economies around the world. I was reading
some old Model Railroader magazines from the war years, and started to look at what was going on with model
railroading. I think you will find it interesting. Take a look at “Modeling During World War II”.

 On a recent trip to Portland, Oregon I visited with Larry Sokol, and he took me around to see some of the
other O Scale modelers in the area. It was a quick trip, but a lot of fun. Larry has been spending some time with
Leo Vilstrup building models. Larry is a lawyer by profession and working with tools is a wonderful break on
Thursday evenings. Modeling is a completely different mindset that really takes him away from work. Larry
wanted to tell you about Leo, so he wrote an article. See “My Pal Leo Vilstrup The ‘Professor’ ”.

 Through modeling, I met Tim Daltry from Ludlow, England. Tim comes to the Chicago show every now
and then and we have time to visit. Other than that, it is via email. This year, Tim and I were talking about some
of his US prototype models. He offered to write a few articles for us. One article is about how he got started
with US prototypes and the other was a kitbashing article. I decided to hold the article about how he got started
until the next issue because we had the article about Leo. So, for this issue, take a look at” Kitbashing The
Skagit Speeder”. This is a wonderful article with some good tips for everyone.

 Dan continues to work on his layout. He has been inspired and is down there every chance he gets. There is
a branch line on his layout, and it was finally time to lay out where the track and buildings would go. For years,
Dan has been building models anticipating he would some day have a layout. Now, he has to make the track fit
the buildings he has. Take a look at how the town of Athens is developing in “Planning A Scene”.

 Dan has a few places on his layout where he would like to use the magnetic uncoupling feature of the Kadee
couplers. However, he did not care for the magnet between the tracks and started experimenting with small rare
earth magnets outside the rails. See what he came up with in “Making A Working Uncoupler”.

 Lastly, Dan sent me a photo of something he recently installed on his layout. I noticed something did not
look right. Dan likes to say that taking photos of your layout will show you things you may have missed. He
wrote a short article called “Pictures Always Show The Problem”. See if you can see what’s not right in the
photo.

 Well that’s it for this issue – enjoy the rest of the summer.

Glenn Guerra

Editorial Commentd

d
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U
Attention Advertisers:

The average unique views of  two months after
publication is 3300. To date, the January/February 2015 issue as of April, 2015 has had
3600 unique views (as counted by IP address), in addition to, 2358 links clicked directly
to our advertisers, 3004 pages printed by the reader and 738 complete PDF downloads
saved.

 Now, we can’t promise sales, no one can guarantee that; however, we can and do promise to deliver the
reader directly to your Website. No print magazine can offer that. And, because all older issues stay on line,
your advertising continues to work for you. As an example, between January 1st, 2015 and April 1st, 2015, the
September/October 2013 issue received 490 views with 84 advertiser links clicked and 100 PDF downloads.
That’s on an issue that was released almost two years ago! No print magazine can consistently deliver
customers to you in this manner.

Call or Email Glenn at 847-308-5378 for ad rates.  Full color at no additional charge and discounts for
multiple insertions.

Manufactures,
Suppliers,

Distributors,
Retailers…

mailto:glenn@oscaleresource.com
mailto:glenn@oscaleresource.com
mailto:glenn@oscaleresource.com
mailto:glenn@sscaleresource.com
mailto:glenn@sscaleresource.com
mailto:glenn@sscaleresource.com
mailto:glenn@sscaleresource.com
mailto:glenn@sscaleresource.com
mailto:glenn@sscaleresource.com
mailto:glenn@sscaleresource.com
mailto:glenn@sscaleresource.com
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NEWS AND REVIEWS

d

d d

 Jean Canter, wife of Jim Canter, passed away
recently from a long illness. Those of you who
attended the show in Indianapolis probably knew her.
She was always a friendly face at the registration table
ready to help. Our condolences go out to Jim.

 Jim wanted us to let you all know that the
September O Scale National show in Indianapolis is
still on and he would like to see you there.

Korber Models has acquired the tooling and
inventory for the Pecos River MRS and TT line of
structure kits. The top photo shows a sample of the
MRS line of injection molded brick industrial flats.
These can be mixed and matched to create a variety of
building flats. The bottom photo shows a sample of the
TT line of buildings which are modern cast concrete
style buildings. Korber offers components in both
lines, and will custom build a building for you. See
their website for more information.

 On a recent trip to Portland Oregon ,I stopped in to
see Larry Sokol. He and some of the other local O
Scale modelers get together on Saturdays and run
trains. During my visit, they were at Bill Colett’s
house. I took a photo of the guys sitting around
chatting. The people are, from left to right, John
Willworth, Gustavo Gonzales-Mesa, Larry Sokol, Ken
Eigner, George Smith and Pete Dorland. There but not
photographed were Bill Collett, Rick Piper, Jim
Rearden and John Davis. What a nice way to spend a
Saturday.

 Joe Hayter at Weaver Models has decided to retire
and close the business. We will miss the fine models
made by Weaver, but wish Joe well in retirement.

 Rick Galazzo at Tru-Color Paint continues to add
to their line of railroad colors. There are railroad
specific colors for those of you who are doing
passenger trains and diesel locomotives and need just
the right color.

http://www.indyoscalenational.com/
http://www.korbermodels.com/
http://www.weavermodels.com/
http://trucolorpaint.com/


The O Scale Resource July / August 2015 7

d

 Ed Skuchas of Berkshire Car Shop has developed a
line of Art Deco building flats. This is an architecture
style that is seldom modeled and these would be a
welcome addition to your layout. The top photo shows
a sample of what can be done with the components.
The middle photos are some samples of the different
panels available. The bottom photo shows some of the
detail. Ed can be contacted via via email at
berkshirecarshop@comcast.net .

 Bob Spaulding at Altoona Model Works keeps
adding accessories to his line for his roundhouse kit.
The basic house was modeled from the Union Pacific
house in Marysville, Kansas. Bob has designed the kit
with the ablility to be extended or to change the angle
between the stalls to affect how close to the turntable
you want the house. In addition, he has several detail
kits that can used to super detail your model. Bob will
also custom cut one for your specs.  To contact him,
go to the Altoona Model Works website.

 When I was in Portland, Oregon recently I stopped
to see Bill Basden at Delta Models. Bill was working
on some new patterns for his ever expanding line of
passenger car details. These are cast urethane details
that will not add a lot of weight to your car. Bill does
his own casting, and recently released postal car
interiors. Bill was showing me some of the custom
made mail sack racks. He will assemble these for you,
but you will need to order them and wait for assembly.
They are brass with some nice delicate detail. Contact
Bill through his website for more details.

mailto:berkshirecarshop@comcast.net
http://www.altoonamodelworks.net/
http://www.deltamodelsusa.com/
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 Golden Gate Depot has announced that the first
run of Santa Fe El Capitan passenger cars arrived in
June and are sold out. Due to popular demand, a
second run will be made, but you need to get your
reservation in. See their website at
http://goldengatedepot.com/reservation.html#ELCAP

 Scott Mann at Sunset Models has announced that
he is moving production of his Erie S-3 and S-4 2-8-4
Berkshires from the Philippines back to their premier
builder in China. A while back Scott announced that
some of the builders were considering opening
facilities in the Philippines. Things did not work as
planned, and the tooling is going back to the main
plant. Scott expects to have these models by Fall of
2015. If you are an Erie fan, don’t miss these. There
are not a lot of people making Erie prototype models.

 Charlie Pitts from Norwood, Massachusetts sent in
this photo of some models of the Portland street cars
he made with this note: The Skoda Astra T10 model
was developed on 3D CAD by Island Modelworks
with myself and another local modeler, Tony Tieuli,
consulting on the details and kit design. Also, Laddie
Vitek and Eric Sitiko of Portland assisted with
gathering info on the prototype cars. The models are
cast in resin in molds made from the 3D printed
masters. Island Modelworks also developed a
complete set of decals. Photos taken on the layout of
the Bay State Model Railroad Museum in Roslindale,
MA. Check out the Island Modelworks website’s
Portland Streetcar section.

 Terrell Colson sent us a photo from Dick Stoner’s
layout. Dick built the Skokie Tower starting with a
Korber kit.

Model Tech Studios has developed some operating
roof fans for your buildings. The vent comes complete
with motor. All you need is a 1/8” hole in your roof.
The motor will run on a battery pack or can be wired to
your 3V, 6V or 9V accessory power supply. The speed
is dependent on the voltage supplied. For slower
speeds, use a lower voltage.  This is a nice animated
accessory for your layout. Check their website for
other O Scale items.

MinuteMan Scale Models has acquired Scalecote Model
Paints. To order or for more information see their
Website: http://minutemanscalemodels.com/

http://goldengatedepot.com/reservation.html#ELCAP
http://www.3rdrail.com/
http://islandmodelworks.com/Portland.html
http://islandmodelworks.com/Portland.html
http://www.korbermodels.com/
http://modeltechstudios.com/
http://minutemanscalemodels.com/
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http://www.btsrr.com/
http://www.altoonamodelworks.net/
http://www.oscaledirectory.com/
http://www.richyodermodels.com/
http://www.normsoscale.com/
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By Glenn Guerra

 This summer marks the 70th anniversary of the end of World War II. The war ended in Europe on May 8th,
1945 when the surrender was signed, and in Asia on September 2nd , 1945 when the surrender was signed. By
any account, the war was truly a world war. There was fighting on every continent. To support all of this,
supplies, food, and equipment needed to be produced in quantities that are hard to imagine. This production
took materials and man power, resulting in shortages of both. In the United States, all raw materials and
products that were needed for the war effort were controlled by the War Production Board. This produced
shortages for hobbies like model railroading. In my research for other history articles, I started taking a look at
the war years and thought it was interesting how the hobby coped, and how the model manufacturers turned
their factories into war production. I wanted to show you some of this.

 There are many ways to layout an article, but I thought for this I would try to go year by year, rather than
company by company. You will see how things changed as the war progressed. I gleaned most of this material
from Model Railroader magazine. Al Kalmbach, who started Model Railroader, was a driving force in creating
the model railroad industry. When he started the magazine in 1934, the hobby was largely an individual effort
for each modeler. Besides creating a magazine that joined everyone into a larger group called, model
railroaders, Al was instrumental in the forming of the National Model Railroad Association. Without their
standards, models from one manufacturer may not have been compatible with those of another manufacturer.
This standardization was starting to take hold around 1940. In 1940, Al Kalmbach and Model Railroader were
the center of the universe for model railroading in the United States. I think the ads and articles that appeared in
Model Railroader during the war years are a very good source of what the hobby was doing. The ads and other
material used in this article are credited to the issue they appeared in. When you look at these, remember there
was around a three month lead time between when the article or ad was written and when it appeared in the
magazine. With all that said, let’s move on to the article.

 In the United States, the war started officially on December 7th , 1941 when Pearl Harbor was attacked. The
impact of that attack makes it seem like nothing was going on until then. That is a misconception. The fighting
in Asia started as early as 1935. Fighting in Europe started in 1936 with the Spanish Civil War in 1936. While
not part of the larger war to come, it was the beginning of continuous fighting in Europe. These events were
being watched by the military and government leaders in the United States. A build up of materials and abilities
was under way by 1937. Two examples will help to illustrate this point. Near where I live is the town of
Manitowoc, Wisconsin. It has a good harbor on Lake Michigan and had a ship building industry located there.
In 1937, the Navy sent out proposals and bid requests for building ships. The Manitowoc Ship Building
Company placed a bid to build destroyers for the Navy. They did not get the bid, but instead got a bid in 1939
to build submarines. The first submarine built by them was finished a few months after Pearl Harbor was
attacked. So, as you see the build up was already under way. In another example, US military leaders felt that
they may need to defend the US from bases in the US; and therefore, wanted a long range airplane.

Modeling During
World War II

http://mrr.trains.com/
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Bid requests were sent out in 1937, but none were
selected. The following year, bid requests were again sent out,
and this time, the plane that became the Boeing B-29 was
selected. Design of the plane and the production facilities
started in 1939. Contracts were let for building facilities that
would produce the planes in 1940. The factory that is today
Boeing in Wichita, Kansas was finished and ready to start
making planes before Pearl Harbor was attacked. As you can
imagine, there was a big demand for supplies and man power,
which, in turn, affected the model business as early as 1940.
The editorial in the June, 1941 Model Railroaders says
“Scarcity of materials and labor is affecting the model railroad
trade already and will affect it more as the armament program
gets under way.”  In the July, 1941 issue of Model Railroader
the editorial states “The defense of our country has forced
unpleasant decisions upon many of us in recent months.”
Considering the delays in printing, these statements were
written down most likely in April of 1941. As a side note,
there was a strong isolationist movement in the United States
at the time. As you look at these statements and ads, you will

see some hints of where people stood on some of these issues.

Next, we move to 1942. Pearl Harbor was attacked in December of 1941 and the
US was now officially in the war. In the February 1942 issue of Model Railroader, the
editorial states. “Some model railroad materials are already short and others are bound
to grow shorter as the war progresses. And yet model railroading becomes more
necessary than ever, as a mental safety valve and relief from the tedium of blackouts
and war news. How to get what we need for this best of all spare time hobbies?” The
editorial went on to talk about where to get materials from every day things around the
house that might otherwise have been
discarded.

This ad from the July 1941 issue of Model Railroader
shows that materials were starting to become scarce.
This ad was probably created in March of 1941 and
the shortages that Roland talks about were probably
starting to become common by then.

This Railcraft ad is from February 1942

Roland Lobaugh was 45 at
this time and was a veteran of
World War I. In this ad, he hints
that model railroading would be
little changed, but he was solidly
behind the war effort, promoting
the purchase of War Bonds. His
tone will change as the war
progresses, and his experience as
a veteran will come through in
his compassion to the military
people.
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At the time it, was apparent that materials
and services were going to be tight,but there
was still an optimistic feeling that it would only
be a for a short while.

In the fall of 1940, the government
instituted a bond program to help finance the
defense spending. The bonds were originally
called Defense Bonds. Along with the bonds
were defense stamps. These could be purchased
a little at a time and when you had a book of
them filled, you could cash that in for a full
bond. After war was declared, the bonds
became known as War Bonds.

You see this change in the ads. In February
of 1942 – remember the ads
were placed in December of
1941 – the bonds were still
called Defense Bonds. In
March of 1942, the ads were
placed in January of 1942. The
war was in full swing and it
was not looking good. You see
the attitude in the ads change
to a more determined support
of the war. Lobaugh, Icken,
and Saginaw Pattern are
making it clear they are 100%
behind the war effort.

In the March, 1942 issue,
Model Railroader started
plugging the idea that you
should buy a gift subscription
to Model Railroader or Trains
magazine for someone in the
service to keep them interested
in the hobby. They would
continue this pitch throughout
the war. As 1942 went on, the
War Production Board was
controlling more of the

The Pioneer Company in Chicago was a
leading supplier of electronic things to the
model railroad hobby. Note that they were
encouraging you to buy Defense Stamps
and Defense Bonds in this February 1942
ad. When this ad was sent in to Model
Railroader war had just been declared and
the bonds were not called War Bonds yet.

This ad for
Midlin Models
appeared in
February 1942.

Ichen’s ad for March of 1942
telling you what they are doing
for the war effort.

The Lobaugh ad from March
1942. Roland seems like he
understands the situation and is
more determined.
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manufacturing as well as the materials. The June, 1942
editorial in Model Railroader talks about the War
Production Board order L-81, put in effect March 30,
1942, which limited all model manufactured products to
less than 7% by weight of critical materials. The editorial
stated that was sort of a mute point since the revised order
due to take effect June 30, 1942 would eliminate any
critical materials from models.

This ad for Saginaw Pattern and
Manufacturing appeared in the March
1942 Model Railroader. At this time, Bill
Lenoir owned this business. Note his
commitment to the war effort.

In the June 1942 issue of Model Railroader, Lionel
announced they would no longer make model trains for
the duration of the war. They went into war work and the
binnacles they made for the Navy are highly sought after
by Lionel collectors today.

Scale-Craft ad from June 1942. They made tooling to
produce 40mm bullets. Stan Byes’ mother worked there
during the war running a lathe.
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 They went on to talk about how some
manufacturers were substituting non critical
materials and that there are other ways to make
models. The Pioneer company of Chicago stated in
their August, 1942 ad that they had purchased
components for control panels they made. By
August, they were allowed to sell the components,
but could no longer use their manufacturing time to
assemble the control panels. Also in August of 1942,
Roland Lobaugh takes out an ad that indicates he is
not happy with the way people are reacting to the
shortages.

Roland was a veteran of World War I and it was
becoming apparent he knew what this would take.
As 1942 drew to a close, it was becoming more
apparent that the war would not be over any time
soon.

We now move to 1943. The war has not been
going well, and this will be a long hard struggle. The
rationing is getting tighter. You will see that many
manufacturers have turned to all war work and are
explaining to their customers what they are doing and why. In January of 1943 Frank
Taylor, who is now the editor of Model Railroader, had this to say in his column. “Our

war efforts are being stepped up to an

Mantua devoted themselves to war
work as you will see in their other
ads. This ad appeared in the August
1942 Model Railroader.

The June 1942
ad for Lobaugh
announces they
have stopped all
model work.

Pioneer’s June 1942 ad
announcing they have
permission to sell off
existing inventory.

Model Railroader laid out
their position on the inside
rear cover of the June
1942 issue.

This August of 1942 ad from
Lobaugh is as much a statement
to the public as it is an ad.
Roland appears to be very much
aware of what it was going to
take to get the war over.
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almost unbelievable pitch , and the inevitable
bottlenecks, holding up the stream of
supplies, have caused some irritation. We
model makers are beginning to feel the
effects of these all-out efforts and we are
being irritated too, especially when we order
kits and materials and the order comes back
unfilled because of a “restricted material”
bottleneck. Model manufacturers are meeting
this restricted material threat to our hobby by

ingeniously substituting many material; and some of these have proved to
be a decided change for the better. How about our ingenuity? Are we going
to chuck our hobby for the duration just because we find it difficult to

 This ad from the January
1943 issue shows how the
owner of the Model
Railroad Shop felt about
supporting the war.

This August 1942 ad
from the Pioneer Company
points out how not only were
materials coming under
government control, but
manufacturing was also.

This ad for Auel Industries appeared in
the January 1943 Model Railroader. If
you consider the lead time in placing this
ad, the decision was made by them some
time in the fall of 1942.Gordon Varney was an

early user of plastic for
model train kits. He
introduced one of the
first models of the Buy
More War Bonds logos
on railroad cars. This
ad appeared in the
August 1942 Model
Railroader.
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obtain certain materials?  Or are we going to use the versatility and inventiveness that is inherent in Americans?
Metal materials for our use are on hand - lets recognize them. A two gallon oil can contains the “makin’s” for
loco boilers or gondolas. Old electric wind shield wipers have usable motors for model railroad purposes. The
list of substitute materials is endless.”

 Frank goes on from there, but I think you get the point. The war was consuming a lot of resources and
people. Most of the manufacturers are finding war work to keep themselves going. Many were finding the war
work was a boom to their business and were expanding. Gordon Varney started out as a merchandiser only and
had no production facilities. Everything they sold was made by someone else for them. They moved in 1941,
and again in 1942, to larger facilities as they moved more into manufacturing. Some owners, as in the case of
Howard Peabody of the Pioneer Company, were leaving their business and joining one of the military branches.
By February of 1943, more manufacturers are announcing they are doing just war work. Mantua has announced
in their February, 1943 ad that they have suspended all repair work due to the volume of war work they have. In
their March, 1943 ad, they tell us how many employees they lost who went into military service. This is also the
first mention of those jobs being replaced by women.

 The shop owners are having trouble. There are dwindling supplies for their shelves ;and no stock means no
sales and no money for the rent. Model Railroader started to publish text books and was selling them in a

January, 1943 ad. They had the slogan “Thinking
of getting a job in a war plant? Here are some

Howard Peabody has sold everything in
stock and joined the Navy as he states in
this February 1943 ad.Mantua has become wholly consumed by war work as

indicated by this February 1943 ad. They would go on
to greatness as you will see.
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books that will make you more
valuable to your job and your
country.”

The March, 1943 issue of
Model Railroader had some
comments in the editorial about
modeling in England and they are
as follows: “Our sympathies are
extended to our fellow hobbyists
across the waters, some of whom
have lost layouts and equipment
due to bombings and many more

of whom have lost far
more in the way of
ordinary enjoyments of
family and hobbies
because of the stringent
rigors of war time. The
London offices of our
contemporary, Model
Railway News, were
bombed and the

Roland Labaugh wanted
you to know your
sacrifices were going to
good use in this February
1943 ad.

This February 1943 ad for
Varney shows they moved
again and are now soliciting
war work. They took full
advantage of the war work to
equip there factory with new
tools.

Fred Icken has moved to war work by the time this
February 1943 ad was placed. Compare this with the
previous ad he place in March of 1942 which was
shown a few pages ago.In this March 1943 ad, Mantua tells us why

they have had to suspend all repair work.
This is also the first mention of women
replacing the men in the shop.
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complete store of articles,
drawings, photographs
and office records was
destroyed.  We realize
the difficulty in which
this places the publication
and we extend our
sympathy for the loss and
our admiration for the
way in which the
magazine continues to
appear in spite of all. Like
many others both in and
out of the war zone, we
ponder over the
uselessness of all this
brutality when all most
men ask is a fair chance
to live and let live. All
hobbyists must have a
keen zest for the peaceful
ways of living and we are
sure our readers will join
us hoping for an early and
satisfactory conclusion of

This March 1943 ad for Ideal stayed almost unchanged through the war.
They did change the plug for buying War Bonds with a different saying
each month.

  Mantua is reaffirming their
commitment to the war effort in
this July 1943 ad

By July of 1943, Varney has
suspended any attempt at making
model trains.

The Model Railroad Shop
was one of the businesses
that was running out of
inventory in July 1943.
They did not manufacture
and were relying on sales
of existing stock to carry
on their business.
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the hostilities over seas.”  By July of 1943, war production was starting to show. Some historians point to May
of 1943 as the month when ocean going freighters were being built faster than they could be sunk in the North
Atlantic. Buy now, all the major model manufacturers were doing exclusively war work. Everyone was pushing
for the public to buy War Bonds. One of the things the government did was to restrict wages during the war to
control costs. The shipyard workers were paid $1 per hour and were some of the best paid workers. Aircraft
plants were restricted to $.83 per hour.

Boeing had to get an exemption for the plants in the Seattle area because they could not compete with the
shipyards for skilled labor. They were granted the exemption and were able to pay their worker up to $1 per
hour. You need to consider that when looking at the prices of the models in these ads.

The cover of the July 1943 Model Railroader. The war was a long way
from over, but with full production from industry the tide was turning.

A Scale-Craft ad from July
1943 wanting you to know
they will be back.  There is
more optimism expressed in
the ad that it will be over,
and the outcome will be
good.
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As 1943 went on into September, some new things started to
appear in the ads and the magazine. The old talk about war work
was still there, but there appears to be a sense that people have
settled into the routine.

For the September, 1943 issue, Model Railroader has a photo
on the front cover of a woman working on a model. It says on the
cover she is a hobby shop owner and there is a plug from the
government saying, “any job a woman takes which releases a man
for military service or heavy industry is a war job”. There is a crest

The cover of Model Railroader from September 1943.

The owner of The Model Railroad
Shop is promoting doing everything
you can at home to support the war.

Polk’s seems overly optimistic in this September 1943 ad.
There was a lot of bitter fighting yet to come.
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for the Women War Workers also on the cover.
By this time almost all young men were going
from high school to military service. Women
were working in every job segment.

There were some areas of resistance to
women working. There was an attitude at the
time that the men of the household worked out
of the house, and the married women worked in
the household. It took some coaxing to
overcome these attitudes in some areas. By late
1943, the tide of the war had shifted. There is
an expressed sense of optimism by September

Mantua’s ad from September 1943. There is a
slight change in tone from the August 1942 ad. By
this time, people were starting to see that the war
would be over sometime, and it was time to start
thinking about what would come next.

This ad in the September 1943 issue was placed
by the War Advertising Council. Money was
flowing into the economy for war production and
people were working long hours. The result was
money in people’s hands. The threat of inflation
was looming.

Scale-Craft added a little humor to the
situation in their September 1943 ad.
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of 1943. From our point of view in 2015, this seems very
optimistic considering the bitter fighting yet to come.
Advertisers were starting to talk about post war plans. There
were new products starting to appear. Wood and cardboard were
being used more in model kits. There were still numerous pleas
to buy War Bonds. The advertising would lead you to think
people were becoming used to the situation, and it was back to
life as before. A new problem, inflation, was starting to be
talked about. On the inside front cover of the September, 1943
issue, Model Railroader had a full page devoted to what you
could do to keep inflation down, The Model Railroad Shop talks
about inflation and the black markets in their ad. There was a lot
of money flowing into the economy via the war work, and
people were working long hours. Add to this the shortage of
goods due to the war. You had money and nothing to buy.
Those who had goods felt obliged to raise the price. A friend of
mine went into the war in 1943 from Chicago. While he was in
high school, he would scour the garbage to find old radios. By
taking the tubes and parts out of them, he was able to make
working radios which he sold for a lot of money. He told me
about some people he knew that were printing the rationing
books. Needless to say, they helped themselves to plenty of gas
stamps. In 1945, when very few people were traveling for
vacation, these people went from Chicago to Minneapolis by car
with all their gas rationing stamps. Some people are always
willing to help themselves first.

As we move to 1945, the war is moving towards a
conclusion. Rationing is still tight and Model Railroader
announced in the March issue that paper rationing had forced
them to condense the magazine, and that they could no longer

The A-C Model Company was talking about their
post war plans already in this September 1943
ad.

Lobaugh from
April 1945. Note
the invitation to
visit the plant.

The model
producers were
getting ready for
life after the war.

In September of 1943, J-C Models wanted to let you know
there were some things that were not rationed.
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take any new subscriptions. They were encouraging
people to share their copies of Model Railroader with
others. Lobaugh is advertising their kits in April of
1945. You will see that this is only an ad describing
how good their kits are. In March of 1945, they state
they have nothing to sell and are still doing 100% war
work. What we also see in the Lobaugh ads is an
invitation for any military service people to stop by for
a visit. As I mentioned before in this article, Roland
was a veteran of World War I, and seemed to have a
grasp on what it would take and what the people in the
military were facing.

The big news for March, 1943 was Mantua
winning the Army Navy E Award. There was an
official awards dinner in New Jersey for the
presentation and Model Railroader covered the event.
Some of the model manufacturers in attendance were
Al Kalmbach, Gordon Varney, Frank Westbrook,
Larry Sagle, Charles Penn, Paul Jackson, and Norman
Tyler. The article states that the day after the Pearl
Harbor attack on December 7th, 1941, John Tyler and
Jim Thomas, the partners in Mantua, offered their
services to the government for war work. Mantua
produced stainless steel steel scales for map work,
vernier protractors, beam compasses, and other types
of accurate products. This award was highly coveted
and required that the company meet consistent quality
and delivery standards. Many large companies
received this award, but the article states that for a

small company like Mantua to attract the attention it received they did an exceptional job. Model Railroader
also mentioned the event in their March, 1945 editorial as a pat on the back for all of model railroading. The
article about the event states that the presentation was made by Lt. Col. Charles U. Bauman, C.E. to John Tyler

Mantua took out this full page ad in the March
1945 Model Railroader. They were justifiably
proud of their war work.

Midlin Models’ March 1945 ad, on the left, shows the optimism people were having that the war would be
over soon. By May of 1945, their ad, on the right, was even more optimistic. Remember these ads were
created around January of 1945.
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and Jim Thomas the owners of Mantua. The employees
of Mantua all received an “E” pin and these were
presented by Pfc. Manuel Amaral who was a wounded
veteran recovering at the Valley Forge General Hospital.
Edwin May accepted the pins on behalf of the
employees.

When you consider that many of the ads were
written three months prior what you are reading, there is
a feeling that was developing in January or 1945. Most

In the May 1945 issue of Model Railroader, Star-
Line which made wood trestle kits and truss
bridges announced they could no longer supply the
hobby.

The June 1945 cover of Model Railroader
seems a bit out of place when you consider the
war in Europe ended on May 8, 1945. This is an
indication of the lead time required to get a
print magazine out. Note also the plea to buy
more War Bonds.

Elliot Donnelley from Scale-Craft always gave
you the impression in their ads you were sitting
in the room with him. This August 1945 ad in
Model Railroader is a good example of that.

Midlin Models was all upbeat in August of 1945
with this ad. Compare their tone with that in the
Scale-Craft ad on the right.
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of the ads were now talking about getting back to making models when the war ended. In June, 1945 there were
mixed feelings. The June, 1945 cover of Model Railroader featured a message from the Commanding Generals
to the American people to keep up the production and give the military the things needed. The war was still on
and the military needed supplies. One of the things that was happening was that people were leaving their jobs
and going back home. People could see the end was near, and wanted to get their own lives back in order. Some
of the defense plants were having trouble keeping people on the job. On the inside of the same issue, there is a
note that the War Production Board had lifted order L-81 and all manufacturers were free to make whatever
they wanted as long as labor and materials were available.  There were still shortages and would be for some
time. Frank Taylor in his June, 1945 editorial in Model Railroader notes that car kits were generally available
through the war as wood kits, and many modelers improvised with what they could get. The problem was that
there were no trucks because they were metal.

Scale-Craft in their October of 1945 ad
hinted at the problems to come. All the
shortages did not end overnight.

Howard Peabody was back from duty with
the Navy in October 1945.

Lionel was back with this announcement in the October
1945 issue of the Model Railroader.
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The war in Europe was over by June; but remember, because of the lag in printing everything hat was in the
magazine was placed there some time in April. The war in Europe ended May 8, 1945, and there is no mention
in the June issue of that which indicates the issue was closed and in print before May 8th. In the September,
1945 issue of Model Railroader, Frank Taylor talks in his editorial about the NMRA being formed 15 years
ago. They issued their standards in 1945 which was the first time that model manufacturers had some common
standards for track, wheels, and coupler height. He also mentions how the methods and materials developed
during the war would see use in the model industry and that should be something to look forward to. In
addition, there is also a column about how Model Railroader as a magazine dealt with the was shortages. All
materials were allocated and their paper ration was set at 62% of what their current use was. This forced the
magazine to be smaller and made every bit of space important. The October, 1945 issue acknowledges the end
of the war. Frank Taylor titled his editorial “Happy Days Are Here Again”. He talks with great enthusiasm
about being able to fill up the car with gas and soon the model manufactures will be in full swing. Lionel was
announcing their new post war models with many improvements. Howard Peabody from Pioneer was back
from the Navy, and Star Line, which only a few months ago, announced they were stopping production, was
back. As people tried to get back to normal, some of the caution that Elliot Donnelley expressed in his ads was
beginning to become reality. There were still restrictions on travel as the military tried to get everyone home.
The 1945 NMRA convention was canceled due to the travel restrictions. When the war ended, all the
government contracts were canceled immediately to stop the outpouring of money. What would have seemed
like a glut of supplies, turned into more shortages. People were laid off or went back to the farm. The returning
labor force took months to get home and back to work. In august of 1946, a full year after the war was over,
paper was still in short supply, and Model Railroader had to print most of each issue on uncoated newsprint
paper.

http://mrr.trains.com/
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{        }Your ad could be right here!
Make it happen!

Call or Email us today!
847-308-5378

glenn@oscaleresource.com

http://pdhobbyshop.com/
http://alleghenyscale.com/
http://www.oscalekings.org/
http://stevensonpreservationlines.com/
http://www.deltamodelsusa.com/
mailto:glenn@oscaleresource.com
mailto:glenn@oscaleresource.com
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By Tim Daltry

A couple of years ago Mike Calvert of Gilmaur Models, mike.calvert@btinternet.com , asked me if I would
test build his etched brass kit for a Southern Pacific 36 foot box car built by Pressed Steel Car Company. Whilst
building this kit, I became aware of a website, www.skagitriverjournal.com, that contained a photo as shown
above of a curious self-propelled vehicle called a speeder. It occurred to me that this box car kit contained a
suitable chassis and floor plate for a speeder model, and that the sides of the body could be modified without
too much difficulty.  The one challenge would be to fabricate a new roof with the distinctive curved end profile
over the platform end of the speeder. As luck would have it, I noticed in the Precision Scale Catalogue (PSC)
they have listed a PMR 4411 end roof
casting for a Mack rail car. I duly ordered
this; and when it arrived, it looked
perfect. I now had the basis for a bit of
old-fashioned kit bashing.

Kitbashing The
Skagit River Speeder

This is the car that Tim kitbashed
the Skagit Speeder from. Tim built
this display model first and thought
it would be a good starting place.

Photo courtesy of Skagit  River Journal

mailto:mike.calvert@btinternet.com
http://www.skagitriverjournal.com/
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I tried to find more photos of this speeder, but without success.  Therefore, these drawings are a best
guess. Unfortunately, the prototype photo does not show the type of bogie or end profile. I also assumed that the
far side elevation would be a mirror image of the one illustrated.

So, start of the project – lots of shiny brass and comprehensive kit instructions. In the photo of my work
bench, on the left are my vertical drill and small minicraft hand-drill. In the foreground, there’s a small vice. In
the background, there is a basic rivet punch, my 100 watt Weller soldering iron with a small tip and, on the left,
a wooden cradle. I made this cradle with precision-cut pieces of 1” thick planed oak carefully screwed together
so that all internal angles are an exact right-angle.  This enabled me to clamp in place pieces of brass and solder
them together exactly square. In essence, the chassis is surprisingly intricate and you have to follow the
instructions very, very carefully. Fortunately, the side sills are supplied already bent to shape. It is
recommended that the chassis components are over-laid on graph paper to ensure all is square.

I have always found soldering a fun process.  I experimented with a resistance solder machine, but never
felt comfortable with it. Instead, all my solder work is now completed with a good quality 100 watt soldering
iron with a comparatively small tip. I tend to use Carrs 145° C solder (This is a tin/bismuth/silver alloy solder
that melts at about 290 degrees Fahrenheit which is comparable to your tin/lead solder of around 320 degrees
Fahrenheit. Ed.) and Carrs yellow flux (This is an acid flux similar to Tix brand here in the US. Ed.).  My
technique is to pre-cut various lengths of solder first – some of these are mere slivers for, say, soldering wire to
a hand rail knob.  This way, I can control the amount of solder being applied. First I wipe the joint with the flux,
brush the tip of the iron with a brass brush to remove any crud, and then gently pick up the desired size of
solder piece with the corner of the iron. Usually, a gentle touch with the iron is sufficient to make a good joint.

Tim made some sketches of what he thought the Skagit Speeder would look like, and how it would fit
the model he was kitbashing. He made the sketches to the size he needed for the model he would kitbash.
These were done with simple paper and pencil. No “electronic gadgetry” as Tim put it. Having a sketch
like this is an important part of planing your model.
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This photo shows the frame and drive for Tim’s model of the Skagit Speeder.

Tim is ready to start. This is what the basic box car kit looked like.

In order to make sure the frame was assembled square, Tim built it on a piece of ruled graph paper. Once
you get a few of the joints made, they will hold the frame and you can remove it for more soldering. Keep
checking as you go.
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My next thought was how the model could be motorized. I decided on fitting an NWSL magic carpet
motor to one bogie, since other alternatives would involve cutting away a big chunk of the chassis.  I duly
ordered an NWSL wheel set (9244-4) and 3 plain wheel sets. I used Kemtron bogie side trucks (PSC DR 1305 –
modern equivalent).

The etched plank floor plate in the kit is designed to be fitted facing downwards. In my model, I wanted
the planking visible on the open platform and did not want the fixing holes to be visible. To do this, I cut the
floor plate and I re-soldered the small cut off piece to the far end.  I also altered the fixings so that there are
captive fixings soldered to the underside of the floor plate. One end of the chassis has a PSC 40825 pilot and the
other end a small platform step. At a later stage, I made some queen posts and fitted them to the side sills to
represent truss bracing.

The prototype has a low slung appearance. Ideally, I would have used proper sprung trucks, but I
modified some old Kemtron On3 sets. Making the truck for the end incorporating the magic carpet motor was
by trial and error. Space is limited and I had to counter-balance the weight of the motor hanging off one wheel
set. These are 4’9” wheel base and new stretchers (the truck bolster Ed.) were made for the ‘O’ scale NWSL
wheelsets. Pieces of copper clad paxolin were screwed to the stretchers and wiper pick ups were fitted. I found
it a fiddle to build a small bracket to retain the magic carpet motor, and I also needed to add extra balancing
weight to ensure an even ride of the bogie.

Tim powered one axle on the speeder with an NWSL magic carpet drive. Because of the short wheel base,
he had to hang the motor to the outside. This required making a bracket to support the drive and keep it
from turning. The same bracket was also used to hang a counter weight on the other side of the truck to
help balance it.
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These photos show the model dismantled and after having been spray-painted dark olive green.  On the
left of the second photo is a typical Kemtron On3 truck set, where the stretcher support needs to be
replaced to suit ‘O’ scale wheels.
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Speeder Body

The drawings I made of the speeder body were photostated onto self-adhesive A4 sheets of paper.
The main body is supplied in two pieces as shown in the photos. I cut out the various sections of the speeder
drawing and stuck them on the etched sheets. Then, I found a piece of hardwood that was exactly 2.3” wide and
2.25” high, on to which one etched body end could be secured with rubber bands. All openings were clearly
marked in red and carefully drilled and filed out. Every area marked red was removed. I used an ⅛” drill bit in
a vertical drill and carefully ensured that I did not deviate into areas which needed to remain. Then, I carefully
slid the box car end piece along just enough to file out all openings. Also, I removed 8mm from the bottom of
each end, as the body sides on the prototype clearly overhang the side sills, and also cut the top across, to ensure
the new roof sat flat.

The overall sides of the body were altered to suit the length of the speeder body, and I decided to make
opening doors. I soldered a piece ot small tubing to the top of the door.  I then inserted a wire through the tube
for the door to slide on. This was hidden behind a fascia board over the door track. I have never done this before
and I just thought it looked good. I don’t know whether other English modellers do this or not.

The next stage was to prepare the roof section, which was a piece of 0.015” thick nickel silver cut to
6.5” long and 3.5” wide. I did not need all this width when finished, but I did need the extra width to provide
pressure when bending the tight bottom curve at each side.

Tim made a block of wood to support one half of the brass box car body. Then he used self adhesive paper
with his drawing on it and fastened the drawing to the brass body. After marking the window openings, he
was able to cut them out of the brass.
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Tim wanted to make the doors work and used this idea. I thought this was clever. A lot of cars had the
door track covered in this fashion. Tim took advantage of that and soldered a small piece of tubing to the
top of the door where it will not show.

This photo shows (on the left) my boiler rolling
tool which is used to make the gentle curve along the
roof line.  First, I applied self-adhesive label paper to
the underside and drew a centre line, and on each side
of this and 1” apart, two other lines.  These are purely
to provide a reference that all bending lines of the roof
are parallel.  On the right is a gadget to bend the metal.
This is clamped to the work bench and tests with offcuts
of the same sheet metal showed that an 8mm diameter
bar would be needed to provide the right curvature at
the roof eaves.  Again, I needed to experiment to work
out where the curve of the eaves starts.  The next stage
was bending the sheet metal, but applying an even
pressure with, in my case, an old plasterers’ trowel.
Thus no annealing required.  I then repeated this on the
other side, finally using the rolling tool to adjust the
ridge curve.  Both the boiler rolling tool and the
bending bar set were supplied by Metalsmiths – a UK
company.
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This photo shows the Precision Scale cast roof end for the Mack Rail Bus that Tim used for his model,
along with the formed nickel silver roof he made. He next soldered them together and filed the joint and
surface smooth.

Tim made the roof walk from standard box car open roof walk material, some wire, and a cast ladder.
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First I used my boiler rolling tool to form the gentle roof curve under the central walkway.  Then ,I
experimented with pieces of scrap sheet to work out what curve was needed for the tight bottom roof curves,
and where the metal should be bent with my bending bar tool. Clearly the roof sheet must be bent to exactly
match the PSC end roof casting. Much to my surprise, I managed this first time round. Now the roof profile
exactly matched the PSC end roof casting. The next step was to carefully solder the two together, and file
smooth the joint. On completion, I trimmed off the excess metal on each side of the roof.

Tim’s model prior to painting.

Tim’s finished speeder. This is a nice looking model representative of the  homemade railroad equipment
used by construction companies and logging companies.
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To help with the soldering, I made a form of clamp so that the end roof casting could be securely held
whilst the bent roof section was soldered to it. When cool, I gently filed off excess solder – I found that I had to
repeatedly add more solder to fill in small depressions, and then file it smooth before I had a perfect join. Then I
carefully cut off excess metal along each side of the roof and added strengthening pieces so that the overall roof
section could not get bent out of shape. Finally, I soldered the roof section to the top of the speeder body.

One of the photos illustrates the sequence of making the roof walkway. The first stage was to cut some
small pieces of brass and carefully mark where each walkway support should be located. I soldered the supports
in place first. The walkway itself was open mesh available from PSC, together with the vertical box car ladder. I
used various sizes of brass angle to make the window trims.

The model runs well and adds a bit of variety to my stable of geared and rod logging locos.

With the editors’ permission, I would be grateful if anyone who has any other views of the prototype
could send them in to Glenn, glenn@oscaleresource.com, for future showing in the magazine or to correct any
errors I made in building the model.

While working on this article I commented to Tim that I liked his work bench. In England, they have very few
basements like we do. I have my work bench in the basement with the spiders like most other people do. I asked
Tim what the view was like out the window by his work bench, He said the room he works in is on the ground
floor and the view looks outside, but is nothing special. He sent me this photo taken from his second story
bedroom window. The railroad has about 3-4 trains per hour and also runs special excursions. The photo is a
steam special pulled by the engine Britannia which is a 4-6-2 type. Tim lives in the town of Ludlow, England in
the county of Shropshire.



The O Scale Resource July / August 2015 39

By Larry Sokol
Photos by Max Sokol and Larry Sokol

If you were in Portland, Oregon and lucky enough to visit Leo and Dolores Vilstrup at their home, after
Dolores filled you with enough homemade cookies so that you looked like you were expecting triplets, you'd be
invited to see the shop. Notice the beautiful cabinets in her kitchen? Leo built them. Careful, the wooden steps
are not too wide and there is just a thin pipe running along one side for a banister. Building codes? Not when
these risers were built. Dolores and Leo have lived here almost sixty years. Once downstairs, the first thought
which might blow your mind would be “What is all this? WOW.” How did all this machinery get down those
stairs? Leo might mention that he disassembled each of the tools and took them down one heavy piece at a time.
Some boards and pulleys were involved. Then, he somehow put them back together. There are some hulking
big ones too –  a vertical milling machine, a large horizontal mill, a tool room lathe, several drill presses (two
almost six feet tall), a twelve inch radial saw and quite a few more. Leo explained to me that several weigh

My Pal Leo Vilstrup
“The Professor”

Larry Sokol, with the blue shirt, in the classroom with the Professor, Leo Vilstrup
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more than half a ton. (At least Leo lugged them down the stairs before his hip replacement.) Walking around the
basement is not for the skittish or the clumsy, as there are mostly small paths between the various machines.
Leo usually passes out bolts to new visitors so they can leave a path when venturing to a distant corner allowing
them to find their way back. It is down these old wooden stairs that the "Professor" does his magic. For decades,
Leo has worked on trains for dozens and dozens of grateful patrons. Repairs, replacements, painting and
quartering are all done with ease. Well, ease for him. Have a short, your DCC is screwed up, lights don't work,
need a brass passenger car formed, or maybe you'd like a handmade brass interior for your diner complete with
leather seats? No matter how hard you try, the loco won't run? No “problemo”, he'll figure it out and fix it. He's
your man. Always at his side encouraging him is his wife of almost 60 years, Dolores.

Leo received his doctorate August 10, 2002.

A sad state of affairs for the local modelers. They lost a hobby
shop, as well as, a clubhouse with a layout.

Leo on his birthday in 2002 when
he got his honorary doctorate
shown above.



The O Scale Resource July / August 2015 41

Several national manufacturers have thought enough of Leo's profound electrical understanding to hire him
to design and construct prototype designs for various sound systems and even a high end transformer. (Leo also
threw together a stereo system complete from tubes which, if cranked up to its 300 watts, might crack a few
windows in Chicago} How did all this stuff get started? After time at Oregon State University some years ago,
Leo began to create in earnest, and began to hone the skills he had been shown in high school and college. An
early job led to his purchasing Hunter TV and Radio here in Portland. As you can imagine, this job involved
diagnosing and treating all sorts of complex electrical problems. Way before computers to help, he ably fixed
all kinds of things electronic…lots of them.

One last group photo of the gang at the layout below Vic’s Hobby store before it had to be removed. Left to
right, the people are: Bruce Brown, Leo Vilstrup, Gustavo Gonzales-Mesa, John Bartels, George Smith, Ken
Eigner, John Willworth, Bill Basden, John Davis, Jim Reardon, and sitting on the right, is Rick Piper.

This area was on a leg of the old O Scale layout at Vic’s Hobby store.
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A lifelong love of trains found a good expression when he and Dolores bought Vic's Hobby Supply in the
Hollywood District near downtown Portland. The shop was moved to 606 NE Broadway, even closer to our
city's core district. The shop was opened in the early eighties. Leo managed the store and Dolores was the Chief
Financial Officer. Their son, David, often worked there as well. The upstairs was amazing. You could not look
anywhere without seeing something which captivated you. Parts, paints, planes, rockets, and of course, zillions
of trains in every scale from Z to G. It was a lot like a museum, not possible to see even most everything in a
visit or two. This was not a fancy shop – it was a functional one chuck full of just about anything you might
want. Going there was an adventure. Remember when you were small and one of your parents took you to a
favorite toy store? Can you remember the excitement and joy en route? Oh boy, Oh boy. Well, for thirty years,
this was such a place only fast forward into your midlife or later, crisis or not. Once again, Leo must have sent
the building inspector on a holiday to the moon because getting downstairs to the layout room was not for the
inattentive. Pretty much the same stair design as the house, only a little more solid. Maybe the Professor just
liked the challenge of taking tons of stuff down creaky wooden challenges. You were well rewarded for braving
the stairway. The layout was 50 feet in one direction; and the L shape design was 40 feet in another direction.

These two views are part of the main section of the layout at Vic’s Hobby store in Portland before it was
taken down.
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Thousands of visitors from governors and their kids or grand kids, to attendees to a train meet of some sort
here in the Rose City, all had a super treat. One could see several trains, long freights and a beautiful passenger
or two running around just inches in front of your nose. Dozens of structures were there for the admiring.
Parents holding up kids, kids holding up grand kids, and everyone in between, could be found on any given
Saturday. For so many years, a typical Saturday morning would find a dozen or so regulars downstairs running
trains. The guys shared time running trains. Each brought a favorite engine or two and a set of cars.  They took
turns running theirs and admiring someone else's. It was a close and warm friendship of people with a shared
love of trains that, more often than not, was easily traceable to their earliest years.

Larry and Leo working on a passenger car. “Now did you get that Larry? Did you see how I did that?”

Larry is about to get a lesson
on how to form the roof on
the end of this observation
car.
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This is the form that Leo used for final forming of the roof. The brass is annealed and partially formed
over the male (white) part of the form. It is annealed again and formed a little farther. When it is close, it
is pressed in this form for the final fit. While in the form, it is trimmed for fit on the car.

Leo was showing Larry how to put this passenger car underframe together.
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Not sure why it is, but most of us have had this interest all of our lives. Think about it. Slot cars, Barbies,
toy soldiers, marbles, even video games came and went in our lives, but not choo-choos. It took Leo and friends
a few years to build the home for all these men who were there from years before their retirement until years
after it. When something went awry, Leo or his able longtime friend, George Smith, would soon solve the
dilemma, and in a flash, the track would work again and the trains would roll. Lunchtime would find the guys
heading over to a fast food spot to hang out together for lunch. (It wasn't called hanging out until the last ten
years or so.) Then back to the trains until next Saturday. Reliable as Big Ben. Next Saturday together again. As
with all good things, we ran out of track. By a series of unlucky events, the building which housed the railroad
was sold. It is a sad story because after we were booted out by the new owner, the shop has inexplicably sat
cold and empty now going on three years. Just recently, some new construction has started and it may end up
some sort of urgent care. Urgent care is what we needed when told the layout would have to go. This was a very
painful time, and an all too frequent occurrence in our hobby. The layout may rise again. It is in storage, but in
the meantime, the fortunate news is that a couple of local guys have picked up some of the slack. Some of the
Saturdays are still alive and well at private layouts like at the home of Bill Collett, who has a wonderful SP
layout which he shares. The modular layout owned by many of the fellows is put together and meetings are held
on some Saturdays at the home of John Stoddard out in the country. It is not easy to put into words the feelings
of fun and contentment which Leo and Dolores put into our lives by providing the home for so many people's
dreams. You always felt welcome and appreciated, no matter what. It was always warm, friendly and inviting
downstairs, like a dream you might have, only this was our reality for many years. Tucked away from the rigors
and stresses of the outside world for a few hours was the gift Leo and Dolores so freely gave to each of us. We
sat transformed and grinning for hours in that basement. It is missed.

Leo with one of the finished passenger cars he built.



The O Scale Resource July / August 2015 46

The battery box on this Milwaukee Road car even has batteries in it with a working lid on the box.

The Milwaukee Road passenger car has propane cylinders in the compartments under the car and
working hatches on the compartments.
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Let's tangent around back to today. Leo and Dolores are still at it. My personal note is that for some years
now, on Thursday nights, I can be found in Leo's basement. First, on arrival Dolores has made some of her 200
different kinds of cookies which we all sit around and munch away on. Usually there is some ice cream. Then,
it's down into the “Hall of Creation and Repair”. Leo figures we have made a pretty substantial number of cars.
He has built around sixty from brass some for himself and many for customers. His pièce de résistance is
probably a mostly scratch three unit UP coal turbine. (Leo won so many awards that someone from one of the
meets wrote him a letter softy suggesting that he was welcome to attend so long as he gave someone else a
chance to win.) Anyhow, back to the present. We got plans from the Randall book, and an architect friend put
the 1941 City of San Francisco and the 1947 Cincinnatian on a computer program which spreads out on a page
every detail of the car sides. Next, a negative was made and then sent to an etcher who sent us back large flat
brass sheets. Leo built a device, which looks a lot like a clothes horse, only it's powered by car jacks. He put the
flat sheets in this device using a male and female dense plastic mold and then the car contours are created. Next,
using wood clamps to hold the springy brass, the ends are soldered and Leo goes from there. He scratches the
bottom of brass and starts to build details like the water tanks. One funny note is that in 1990 or 1991, Leo
bought a hundred battery boxes and air conditioning units from Overland. They cost about $1300. He thought
they'd last a couple of lifetimes. They're all gone now, riding under cars all over the country. Leo's favorite
creations are probably the interiors of many types of passenger cars. He constructs the interiors from whatever
commercial parts might be available, and if not available, he makes them – out of brass. Brass bars in lounge
cars complete with half full bottles are the norm. Seats have real leather, and carpets are from carefully chosen
fabrics found in stores or Dolores's sewing basket (really late at night). So, there you have it. I have enclosed a
bunch of pictures to help you put all this together in some sort of orderly sense. A few show the store, mostly
just before it closed. Some are of the old layout and its pals, and Leo's basement "studio". Mostly, put together,
the narrative is one of friendship, creativity and the best part of model railroading, which after all, is the people
in it. The take away from all of this – HAVE FUN!

Leo and Dolores Vilstrup today in their home. Leo made the fireplace mantle, and the Union Pacific gas
turbine was scratch built by him.
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http://www.korbermodels.com/
http://www.harborbeltlines.com/Cart/
http://berkshirecarshop.com/
http://www.crowriverproducts.com/
http://www.desplaineshobbies.com/store/
http://cloverhouse.com/Store/
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Planing a Scene
Or… If at first you don’t succeed, try, try again…

I had stated in an earlier issue of The O Scale Resource (May/June 2014 - Filling A Space) that my goal was
to start working on one end of the layout and work my way around finishing scenery, tweaking switches and
double checking wiring and drops. Filling A Space showed how to hand lay a switch in an area up top where it
was needed. The is the March/April 2015 issue, I began the work of building the tunnel, working with plaster
cloth, hot glue, Sculptamold, and coming up with new swear words. The picture on pages 57 and 58 of that issue
show how it turned out before any painting/staining. We’ll go back to that in an upcoming issue. But for now, we
come down the “Widowmaker” to a spot which, until now, was used as a catch all for junk. This was planned to
be the small village of Athens. My thought was this was going to be an old branch line with some industry for
switching. It would dead end into tunnel, looking like it went somewhere, but in reality, allowed for a run
around.

 I’ll go through this in pictures, walking you through the very convoluted process I used in this area. A few
things need explaining. Back in another life, I did use CAD, but it’s been a long time and don’t like it very much.
That is not to say it’s extremely helpful for some in the planning stages, but in this case, CAD (even 3D CAD)
does not get the scale right. What I mean is what looks good on the drawing may not translate into an appealing
look on the real thing when you actually place track and buildings in the space. (I just know I’m going to get
Email on this…) Because we have to take some liberties and use some compression in O Scale, I thought it
easier to just lay things out in real time, play with some of the buildings I have built in the past, and see what
looked good.

 My wife, Amy, being a quilter gave me some cut up cloth the same width of the track so I could string that
all around without bending the real stuff. I needed to build switches using a number 5 frog, but shortening them
as I had done in another area of the layout.

 As you will see, what you make with with buildings and fabric does not necessarily translate into reality.
Apparently, fabric can have a much smaller radius than track. The real killer here, and CAD would have shown
this, was the two switches take much more room than my fabric and paper templates showed.

I could have built curved switches here, but that would have been a bit much on this type of  branch line and
it would not have given my that much more space. Also, I needed to allow for some way to access these
buildings by truck and car, parking notwithstanding.

This is not the end of the story. After putting in the switches and laying out and testing the track, we had a
problem at the other end where the main and the run around track come back together. Right past that switch will
be the tunnel which is way too close to the upper main; and the switch itself has to be at a very awkward angle to
smoothly bring the two tracks back together. We’ll look more closely at how I fixed this, along with the finishing
of the scenery, ground cover and DCC wiring in a later issue.  Right now, I am working and swearing as you
read this!

Photos and text by Dan Dawdy

http://oscale.uberflip.com/i/296151-may-june-2014
http://oscale.uberflip.com/i/466948-march-april-2015
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Design one above. Let’s see how many switches I can stuff in here. The more complex the track work, the
less room for anything else. In design two below, I (at Glenn’s suggestion) came up with a much simpler
arrangement. The main goes through the middle with two connected sidings front and rear. It will still make
switching and moving cars challenging. Now I can play with building locations.
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Design three. Same track arrangement, but moving buildings. The freight depot with the curved
platform was something I had intended to use on the other side of the layout, but it works much
better here. I will put the dairy next to that and then the yellow building (I am still not sure what it
is). A small depot and pickle works are in the rear.
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Design four. Moving the pickle works to the front and the yellow building back. One thing we have to keep
in mind is where the roads will go. It would be so much easier without roads, but they are needed. We can
compress them a bit, but the buildings need to be connected via parking, etc. So many times we box ourselves
into a design not thinking about how people and vehicles would get around. The road placement is shown with
strips of wax paper. At this point, I was happy with the placement, although it is still easy to change things if I
want (which I did) as you will see.
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Time to lay the Homasote. I had a lot of pieces, and with Amy’s help (she is a quilter), we cut and pieced
together enough for the area. I used some cheap paint and then cardboard forms for the rear. This is a problem
area, we sometimes box ourselves into using retaining walls way too much. I did not want to do that so this area
will be “carved out” of the hillside. Next, I looked at the layout of track and buildings to check my clearances on
the rear siding. Even at this point nothing is set in stone.
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The plaster cloth is in place and now I am working on the switch placement. Another reason for learning to
build your own switches is that you can build and tweak them in place to fit the way you need them to. Since
these are sidings, and a branch line at that, they will be number 5 frogs from Lou Cross. Note the plastic cups
with pre-stained ties starting at 9 scale feet and going to 16 scale feet in ½ foot increments.

To see just how easy building a switch can be, check out Filling A Space in the May/June 2014 issue of The
O Scale Resource.

Now it’s time for a real test. The Weaver R1 is a an unforgiving 2-8-0 and is pulling a six wheel trucked
RPO. If there is a problem with the switch or tight radius this set will find them, and it did. This type of train
will never be in here, but why not try things in the worst case scenario?

http://oscale.uberflip.com/i/296151-may-june-2014
http://oscale.uberflip.com/i/296151-may-june-2014
http://oscale.uberflip.com/i/296151-may-june-2014
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The picture above shows the reality of the design. Although it looked like we could have a run around
behind the station, it would have been way too tight and close to the scenery making it unrealistic. I’ll end up
building some sort of team track in that area since these were widely used back in the 1940’s. The other
problem is we need to leave room for roads, driveways and parking areas.  Unfortunately, this is a sometimes
overlooked bit of planning.

Below is what the final area will look like. There will be  a freight warehouse with a dairy and pickle salting
station on the first spur. The passenger station will be on the main (hidden in this shot by the dairy) and there
will be a team track in the rear. Imagine coming in with a six car train to swap out loads. You could kill an hour
(or four) with a fast clock, and that’s the idea. Note that I am boxing myself in again around the tunnel area.
There needs to be a switch to tie the run around track back to the main that then proceeds into tunnel.  With this
design, it’s all too close to the upper main.  I’ll discuss the fix for this in a later issue.
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The ALCO HH660 is the perfect engine for the local freight, and even a mixed passenger in the summer
months, on this branch line. Pickle salting station and team track area above.

Johnston’s Dairy, below, could see milk cans in via mixed passenger train, as well as, outbound milk
heading to Richmond.
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The freight warehouse is built on curved track. I saw and photographed an old Milwaukee Road freight
station build like this in Marquette, Michigan. I always thought it was a neat idea and something you don’t
often see modeled. Below, we see a highly compressed image of the area and final layout.
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Making A Working Uncoupler

 I have many areas on the layout that are hard to reach, some impossible without a stool. Poor planing
perhaps, but it’s reality. I have seen some people come up with electro-magnetic uncouplers and other fancy
things, but I wanted to keep it simple and cheap. The easiest way may be to use the between-the-rails uncoupler

magnet made by Kadee.  All of this, of
course, is assuming you are using Kadee
type couplers in the first place.  I have used
one of those as pictured in Figure 1. Since
this was planned, I had the ties cut out
before I laid the track. If you wanted to add
this type of magnet to an already placed and
ballasted track, it’s going to be a pain. Even
non ballasted track is not going to be easy.
Not only because you need to cut out the
ties, but I am guessing that if you need
remote uncoupling, the piece of track is not
easily accessible in the first place.

I have heard of people using small
magnets for this and have even seen some

videos, but I thought I would try it myself, thereby saving you all
the looking around and make it easy. I used Neodymium “super
magnets” that you can find at most hardware stores. They can also
found on-line in many different sizes. I found mine locally, and
they worked great with a minimal amount of effort. I used the
8mm x 3 mm size which is very close to the tie spacing. You may
find smaller ones on-line, but in O Scale this size will work. You
will need four of these.

The tie spacing on my track is just a little too narrow so I used
a Dremel tool with the 8175 aluminum oxide grinding stone. This
attachment comes in most of the accessory kits packaged with the
tool. It’s not really meant for this job but hey, it works. With the
tool on a slow setting so as not to melt the ties, slowly bring it
down between the tie close to, but not touching, the outer rail. All
you need do is go through the tie – nothing more. Now there are
four holes cut in the ties. Next, using four drywall screws, run
them down through the holes in the ties so that they are flush with
the roadbed base.

Now add the magnets. Be careful – these things have a mind of
their own! The polarity needs to opposite side to side. In other
words, the two on the outside rail need to be the same polarity,
while the two on the inside rail need to be the opposite of that.
Once you get them on top of the screws, grab a couple of cars and
roll them over the top. When you are dead between the two

Figure 1
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magnets, the couplers should pull apart. If they look like they are trying, but not quite there, remove the
magnets and turn the screws up just a bit and try again. You can also slide the magnet on the screw head slightly
side to side to find that “sweet spot” for uncoupling. Once you are happy with the the uncoupling, you can glue
the magnets to the screw heads using ACC. After the glue is dry, can go ahead and ballast. I’ll mark my
uncoupler magnets with a trash can or some other detail part.

Using the Dremel, slowly
grind through the ties. If you have
already laid your track and have
wood ties, this may not work. You
could use a drill instead.

After the holes are finished,
run some drywall (or any metal
screw with a large head) down
into the holes through the ties.
For the first time, screw them
flush with the roadbed. You can
then adjust them up or down as
needed.
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This photo shows the
placement of the magnets
on the screws with the
polarity on the outside rail
the same, and the inside
rail the opposite.

Notice the the magnet
is a bit smaller than the
screw head. This allows
for some side to side
adjustment, as well as,
screw adjustment up and
down. Once you have
everything working, use
ACC to glue the magnets
to the screw heads.
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Begin your testing using a few cars. By moving the magnets on the the screw heads, as well as adjusting
the screws themselves, you will find that “sweet spot” for uncoupling. I found that just a bit below the top of
the tie worked well.

Once ballasted, don’t forget to
mark the spot. A toothpick worked
for now, but a trash can or any
other detail part will help your
operators know where the magnets
are buried.

Check out a short video I shot of the uncoupler in action.
Notice that the cars will not uncouple by just running over the
magnets which is as it should be. The mine is located in the
area we worked on in the last issue, and is still under
construction.

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=nROimRdPss4

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=nROimRdPss4
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=nROimRdPss4
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http://www.indyoscalenational.com/
http://mulletrivermodelworks.com/
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This is one of those things
you don’t think about until you
see a picture. After finally finding
some working derails, I placed
one towards the end of the mine
siding. I made up a sign using
RailFonts.com Station font which
allows for horizontal printing and
a 7 foot post. There are still a few
things to do on the mine and all
over scenery, but other than that,
it looks great! However, there
was one little problem that Glenn
pointed out after seeing the
picture. I am sure most of you
will pick up on this, but if not,
check the bottom of the classified
page for the answer. Now, I have
to go and fix this.

=PICTURES=ALWAYS=SHOW=
=THE=PROBLEMS=

http://railfonts.com/
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O Scale Shows & Meets
The O Scale Resource Magazine will now be providing a free listing of  upcoming events.

This small, text only listing will include the Event, Date, Location, Type of Event, and
Contact Information. Click here to go to the sign up form. This form will take your
information, and we will publish it in our next issue. If it is an annual event, you will need to
submit your information every year.

rt

    rt

Chicago March Meet  (Note new later dates this year only)
April 1st, 2nd and 3rd, 2016
Weston Lombard Hotel
Lombard, Illinois
9:00 AM-2:00 PM each day
Email : info@marchmeet.net
Web Address: marchmeet.net

Have an upcoming O Scale
event?  We would like to help
publicize it. Send us the
information up to one year in
advance, and we'll place it here,
along with a direct link to your
Website and/or Email.
Click here to send us your
information.

    rt

Cleveland 2 Rail O Scale Meet
October 31st, 2015
Lakeland Community College Auxiliary Gym 7700 Clocktower
Drive Kirtland, Ohio
Email: J1d464@yahoo.com
Web Address: www.cleveshows.com

O Scale West
May 5 through 7th, 2016
Santa Clara, California
9:00 AM to 5:00 PM each day
Email: info@oscalewest.com
Web Address: oscalewest.com

Strasburg Train Show: 2 -rail swap meet
August 8th and October 17th
Strasburg Fire Co, 203 W. Franklin St,
9 AM - 1 PM. Admission $5 (Wives/children/military w/ID free).
Tables are $25 for first table, additional tables $20 each. Great
food, modular layout, clinics. Contact John Dunn 609.432.2871
or jdunn8888@hotmail.com or Rich Yoder at
oscale48@comcast.net.

Southwest O Scale Meet
October 16-17 Fort Worth, TX
No promises but we are working hard to arrange a tour of the GE
locomotive plant.  Friday: Possible GE tour, dinner, north-side Ft.
Worth layout visits.  Saturday:  sales and trading tables, clinics,
and south-side layout visits.
Show web site: www.oscalesw.com, email
swoscalemeet@gmail.com, or call Mike Ross 817.346.3416

rt

rt

http://oscaleresource.com/Events/events.shtml
mailto:info@marchmeet.net
http://marchmeet.net
http://oscaleresource.com/Events/events.shtml
http://oscaleresource.com/Events/events.shtml
mailto:J1d464@yahoo.com
http://www.cleveshows.com/
mailto:info@oscalewest.com
http://www.oscalewest.com/
mailto:jdunn8888@hotmail.com
mailto:oscale48@comcast.net
www.oscalesw.com
mailto:swoscalemeet@gmail.com
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Manufacturers

Phone: 573-619-8532
Email: orders@scalefigures.com

Web: scalefigures.com

13732 Lakeside Dr. Clarksville, MD 21029
Phone: 301-854-3200 Email: NKP48@aol.com

Proto 48

Phone: 317-774-5755
Email: jfpautz@comcast.net

18498 Half Moon Street, Unit 203
Sonoma, CA 95476-4835

Phone: 707-935-7011
Email: protocraft48@yahoo.com

Web: www.protocraft48.com

Dealers

Pre Owned
2631 Edgevale Rd

Columbus, OH 43221-1113
PH : 614-451-4517
Fax : 614-451-4557

Email : jhmtrains@columbus.rr.com.com
Web : www.jhmtrains.com

Custom Work

Answer To The Problem
The derail is wrong. It will

derail the car into the main line
and not away from it. It should be
on the other rail so the car will
move away from the main line.

Brownsville, Pennsylvania, once
the home to Monongehela Railroad
Baldwin Shark Nose diesels. In 2009
it was home to Consol Energy but
still hauling coal.

http://www.steamandthings.com/
http://oscaleturnouts.com/
http://72.29.127.20/~presizec/index.html
http://scalefigures.com/
mailto:NKP48@aol.com
mailto:jfpautz@comcast.net
http://www.protocraft.com/
http://www.rgsrrhobbies.com/
http://www.3rdrail.com/
http://www.jhmtrains.com/
http://seaportmodelworks.com/
http://www.choochenterprises.com/
http://mulletrivermodelworks.com/
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